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Gerry Kicks A—— 
at UMass 


by Sylvia Battey 


Before a cheering crowd of about 
20,000, Geraldine Ferraro, the first 
woman to run on a major party ticket, 
blasted the Reagan Administration on 
many issues. The Democratic rally 
took place at the UMass pond on Oct. 
20. 

It was a diverse and enthusiastic 
crowd which welcomed Congresswoman 


Ferrare with chants of "Gerry! Gerry!", 


"Two more weeks!" and "Ronald Reagan 
is no good, send him back to Holly- 
wood!" The rally is said to be the 
largest political gathering in recent 
Massachusetts history, even beating 

a similar rally held in Boston which 
only attracted 15,000 people. 

Ferraro gave a strong speech which 
Jasted about 20 minutes, and she cri- 
ticizsed Reagan and Bush on many points. 

She accused them of lying to the Am- 
erican people, waking, reference to 
the fact that the CIA has published 
a manual on guerrilla warfare, which 
includes how-to's on terrorism and 
assasination techniques. 

Congresswoman Ferraro also criti- 
cized Reagan on the defense budget 
(the largest ever), and on the "Star 
Wars" program which is a plan to pro- 
duce nuclear weapons for use in space. 
She said, "Mr. Reagan wants to launch 
the arms race into the heavens. We 
want to stop it here on Earth. Let's 
say, enough is enough. The sky is 
the limit." 


Ferraro also criticized Vice presi- 
dent Bush directly, with whom she de- 
bated on Oct. 112. About his remark 
during the debate that he'd rather be 
discussing the World Series thaN the 
_arms race, Ferraro said, "Now imagine 
if I had said that. There's a big 
difference between the World Series 
and the fate of the world, Mr. Bush." 

There were, of course, a few Reagan 
Bush supporters scattered in the 
crowd. I saw some very rude signs, 
such as one that read, "Ditch the 
Bitch. Ronnie kicks ass at UMass." 
Another read, "Ferraro supports fe- 
tal experimentation." 

I'd like to set the record straight 
on these two points. First of all, 
it's obvious that Ferraro kicked ass 
at UMass, with an articulate, fact- 
filled speech that was well received. 

She has vowed to be a "one~woman 

truth squud™ if necessary. It was 

very clear at the rally that she 
‘isn't alone in her criticism of the 

Reagan-Bush Administration. As far 

as "fetal experimentation" goes, it 

is the right-wing groups in our 
country, who Reagan supports, who 
are pushing for research in this 
area. They want to have fetuses 
operated upon while still in utero, 
in an attempt to save its life. 

Of course, this means submitring a 

woman to surgery while pregnant. 

This seems to me what "fetal exper- 

imentation" is all about. 
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In a word, the rally was trium- 
phant. 


monstrated that students are not 


the apathetic and "swayable" voters 


It boosted local democratic 
morale and spirit, and clearly de- 


Stan 
Shes eee 


that many seem to believe. 1t was 
a day and and a campaign for women 
and Democrats to remember. 


YOUR VOTE COUNTS! VOTE ON NOV 6! 


Patriarchal Hype: Label Masters 


by Antonia 
This election year has brought the 
unprecedented pleasure of offering 
the American people a woman's name 
on a major party ticket: Geraldine 
Ferraro, candidate for Democratic 
Vice-president. Because “Gerry for 
V -P" is a first, we have witnessed 
some political tactics that are ex- 
clusively misogynous. Of course, 
these tactics are nothing new to 
feminists, lesbians and other acti~ 
vists who are harassed by patriar- 
chal backlash on a more or less reg- 
ular basis. But it was very indica- 
tive to see these same techniques 
employed against Geraldine Ferraro. 
The Republicans had to stop the 
Mondale-Ferraro momentum this summer, 
so we saw a series of "hype-projects” 
relating to Ferraro's taxes and the 
taxes of her husband, and to Fer- 
raro's stand on abortion (she person- 
ally doesn't consider abortion an op- 
tion in her life, but doesn't want 
to impose her religious beliefs onto 
other women, and therefore she takes 
a pro-choice stand despite her re- 
ligious beliefs.) ven though there 
is a Jot to criticize in the Repub- 
lican hype surrounding these issues, 
at least they had some basis in the 
political arena, unlike some of 
their other comments. The Republi- 
cans tried to take the focus of 
these issues away from the political 
and to make people respond to the 
hype emotionally, without listening 
to the factual truths. Unfortunate- 
ly, to a certain extent, some women 


fell for the hype and read the head- 
lines without understanding these 
tactics and the subtleties involved. 
An example of this is that I recent- 
ly sat through a class and listened 
to a 22-year-old woman say that Fer- 
raro is a hypocrite because of her 
stand on abortion. What is so hypo- 
critical about separation of Church 
and State, one of the premises on 
which our Constitution is founded? 


As 1 said earlier, at least this 
type of Republican hype has some ba- 
sis in the political issues at hand. 
This hype is related to another tac- 
tic, what I see as the exclusively 
patriarchal tactic of labelling. 
Most of us who have chosen to live 
jn a way that is threatening to men 
and to their established institu- 
tions of patriarchy have suffered 
from this type of harassment. Pa- 
triarchal labelling consists of 
calling us among other things: sick, 
lesbian, hysterical, crazy, malad- 
justed, man-hating, etc. What we 
witnessed in this year's presiden- 
tial and vice-presidential cam- 
paigns is this same tactic direct- 
ed against Geraldine Ferraro. Vice 
president Bush's wife referred to 
Ferraro as "something that rhymes 
with rich." Whether she meant 
witch, as she claims. or bitch, both 
are misogynous, inflammatory remarks. 
Bush's press secretary, on the af- 


ternoon.of the vice-presidential 
debate, called Congresswoman Ferraro 
"bitchy and arrogant." 

These inflammatory remarks are cer- 
tainly an example of Republican 
hype and of patriarchal labelling. 
Because voters identify themselves 
with the candidate for whom they 
vote, this labelling tactic can be 
seen as nothing more than another 
type of hype, geared in this case 
toward the female voting popula- 
tion. By trying to label Ferraro 
as "bitchy and arrogant," the Repub- 
licans are trying to dissuade some 
female voters from voting for Fer- 
raro. The Republicans are exploit- 
ing a fear that patriarchy has in- 
stilled in women, that being their 
fear of being identified as "bitchy 
and arrogant" themselves. This is 
exactly the same tactic that is 
used against feminists who are la- 
belled as “man-haters" as a means 
to dissuade some other women from 
joining the feminist cause. 

Women'‘should be proud of these la- 
bels, and not see them in a negative 
light. These labels are proof of 
our effectiveness as strong, active 
women, They mean we are making pro- 
gresa. The labels are proof that 
we are considered a threat to men's 
power, and to their institutions 
which foster and support their dom- 
ination over us. So, I say, "Good 
work, Ferraro!" You are seen as a 
serious candidate and are unset- 
tling the Republican camp, which is 


why they felt compelled to issue 
such statements. 

Labelling occurs frequently in pa- 
triarchal society. Ina fairly 
well-publicized incident, two women 
were called “men-haters." They are 
lesbians, and are facing one count 
each of criminal homicide in the in- 
jury of one, and death of another, 
male Turkish students. Newspapers 
across the country carried headlines 
including the description of the wo- 
men as "men-haters." And what of 
the thousands upon millions of men 
who commit crimes against women? 
They are permitted by their brothers- 
in-patriarchal-crime to hide behind 
generic labels such as criminal, 
rapist, murderer, abuser, batterer... 
None of these words issues the same 
emotional response as does patri- 
archal labelling. Should we not 
call these men misogynous? Are they 
not women-haters? Let them be 
called as such! 

_ For women fighting the injustices 
in our society, it is beneficial and 
empowering to label, because we are 
elucidating truth and reality. Our 
labelling, our pointing out the 
truth, is directly opposite to the 
Republican hype and to patriarchal 
labelling. The labels men place on 
women are scare-tactics, and exam- 
ples of backlash. They are false. 
They use labels to continue their 
domination over women, and should 
be seen for exactly what they are. 
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LETTERS 


Notin Our Name 


THOUSANDS OF WOMEN TO PROTEST ECONOMIC 
AND MILITARY PARTNERSHIP IN OPPRESSION 


Dear Women: 


On November 18 and 19, thousands of 
women from all over New England and 
across the United States will gather 
in New York City to resist the econ- 
omic, physical and emotional violence 
against women; organizers have cal- 
led this action "Not In Our Names," 
to specifically resist acts supposed- 
ly done "for women's own good." Wo- 
men will protest the connections 
between multinational corporate mon- 
ey and "macho" violence against wo- 
men at home and in the Third World. 

On Sunday, wonen will march to 
three corporate sites to give cesti- 
monies from their own experience and 
experiences of their absent sisters: 
stories of the increasing numbers of 
rapes in the streets, battering and 
starvation in the home; of economic 
violence in the job market and in 
the South African apartheid; and of 
military violence in Central America. 
Women will also testify at three 
sites of resistance, recognizing the 
strength and creacivicy of the long 
history of women's resistance. 

The march and testimonials will be 
punctuated not just by the similarity 
of the women's oppression; colorful 
banners, theatre and songs will de- 
marcate their different oppressions: 
racism, classism, homophobia, ablism, 


Dear omen: 


_ Tam writing to extend an open 
invitation to one and all to he 
part of a process that brings 

news of import to our sisters 

all around Western Mass. and also 
up into Vermont. Of course, I am 
talking about the Valley Women's 
Voice! 

_ He are very interested in receiv- 
ing articles for publication by all 
women: what you see is primarily 
what we get, so if you have an opin- 
ion that you want to share, send it 
in. 

There are many ways in which you 
can contribute to the copy: poetry 
(don't forget our contest deadline : 
is December 21st- so send in soon?) 
articles, book and music reviews, : 
letters, newsbriefs, announcements 
and calendar items, etc. We also 
would like to see more graphics 
coming in because we know there are 
a lot of artists out there. 

We also invite any woman to stop 
by our office at the Everywoman's 
Center at Wilder Hall. The best 
time to reach us in person is on 
Wednesdays after 3pm. Or give us 


a call at 545-2436 if there's another 


time that may be more convenient for 
you. 

As you know, there are a ton of 
events going on in this area, which 
makes it so fun to live here, If 
you do attend an event and you'd 
like to share your reactions about 
it with others, please write them 
up and send it in. We like to hear 


CAMERA READY 


ageism and others. Links will be 
made between these oppressive forces 
such as those that force steriliza- é 
tion on women of color and that build 
an arsenal of nuclear weapons with 
which to sterilize the entire planet. 

On Monday, creative acts of civil 
disobedience will disrupt and resist 
“business as usual" on Wall Street, 
the center of economic world power. 
There, organizers esplain, rich white 
men get richer "in the name of prose 
perity for all and a strong America," 
while women and children of many oe 
lors starve and are kelled around the 
world without even a record of their 
struggles. Women will interrupt the 
white, male-dominated economic and 
military partnership. 

The organizers of the action are 
spread throughout New England with 
groups in Vermont, Washington, West- 
ern Mass, upstate New York and Hart- 
ford; the regional offices bustle 
with activity at 339 Lafayette St. 
in New York (212-254~4961), at 15 
Newberry St. in Boston (617-247-0470) 
and at 160 Main & ‘a Northampton. 


from al] women, so please don't 
think you have to be an English or 
journalism major to submit copy; 

we want to hear it from you, in your 
words. We do very little editing, 
because we want each woman who sub- 
mits to have her Voice heard. 

Our next and final Tssue for this 
year will be out December 1, The 
deadline for acceptance of copy for 
the December issue is November 15 
(we can be more flexible if you call 
and tel] us what to expect in, and 
when to expect it). We will be in 
production for the December 1984 


issue the weekend after Thanksgiving; 


Friday, November 23, Saturday the 
24th, and Sunday the 25th. If you 


would like to be part of an exciting, 


educational process like the pro- 
duction of a feminist newspaper, 
Please call us in advance to let 
us know when to expect you and to 
give you directions to the produc- 
tion room. Even if you have no 
prior experience, there will be 
patient, helpful women to intro- 
duce you to the mechanics of pro- 
duction. 

And finally, our thanks to the 
many women who have been writing 
articles, drawing graphics, and 
doing production. You're great! 


Sincerely, 


Sylvia Battey ; 
for the Valley Women's Voice 
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Dear Friends: 


Some new women have found our bi- 
sexual women's support group this 
month by writing to ISO, c/o VHV, 
Everywoman's Center, Wilder Hall, 
UMass, Amherst, MA 01003. (When 
writing, please send SASE). 

If you have been meaning to get 
in touch, don't put it off another 
month, We need your participation, 
and you may find the group to be 
just what you've been looking for. 
It isn't easy to find validation 
and a safe place to ask questions 
and share histories if you are a 
bisexual woman - or think you might 
be. 

We will be planning some strictly 
social events in addition to the 
monthly meetings. We are a great 
group of women. 

See Announcements for information 
about the November 8th meeting. Re- 
serve that evening to do something 
for yourself. 


Sincerely, 


ISO 


VALLEY WOMEN’S VOICE 
ENCOURAGES YOUR INPUT! ! 


general 
cieaalines: 
MW 15— DEE 


poetr 
contes 
DEC 27 


OOo eoeennoneanonnoneneseaeseooesneesooneeseseonseessoneapecatececetoneuesccoes soeeoeteeSeee eee TITISCITIIUITITI I Try rryvryryeevrevvyyryyiyiriniiii iis 


Display and Classified Ad Rafes 


ADDITIONAL CHARGES 


CONTRACT DISCOUNT 


Bees ie ee eee typesetting/layout: SSD Se etait ised 59 
PABes scr eceresersverecccnes 9240.00 add $2.00 per col. inch ; 
Quarter page (2 col. x 8") or (4 anu E - $128.00 graphic artwork: 6 NS OSS a ist a acre aad 8% 
Eighth page (1 col X 8”) or (2X 4")... . ..$64.00 add $2.00 per col. inch 

ARCs CO 12% 


Sixteenth page (2 col X 2”) or (1 X 4") , $32.00 


irty-second page (1 COL X 2) csesceesesccsssssene $16.00 
Business card size.......+++. +++. .$18.00 
Classified NGS ocste ocbteeacecrie rss aes -$.25/word 
% An additional 10% may be subtracted from your cost IF payment accompanies ad. (For contracts, 
ad on a monthly basis). ; 
w& If payment does not accompany ad, it is due within seven days of publication. 
% In lieu of “tear sheets”, all advertisers will receive a complimentary copy of the issue in w 
x A column inch is 2 1/2 inches wide by 1 inch long. At this time the maximum ad size (a 


camera work: 
add $5.00 total 


Payment must accompany your 


hich their advertisement appears. 
full page) is 4 X 16. 


| 


Domestic Violence 


HUSBAND BURNS ESTRANGED WIFE A 
WATCHING “THE BURNING BED" sla 


Milwaukee, WI: A man set his es- 
tranged wife on fire after viewing 
"The Burning Bed," a television 
drama based on the true story of a 
Michigan housewife who killed her 
abusive husband by setting his bed 
on fire. Sharon Brandt, 37, was in 
very critical condition on October 
11, as authorities considered char- 
ges against her husband. 


The man, whose name was withheld 
pending formal charges, wore camou- 
flage fatigues and darkened his face 
with mud while waiting for his wife 
to return home from her job as a 
beautician. 
doused her with gasoline and ignited 
it with a cigarette lighter. 


Neighbors and friends reported 


woman's role for her. He had a 
hard time with the fact of her try- 
ing to be independent, trying to i 
be her own person." The man had 

been living for two months in a 

room behind an upholstery shop, 

but he "kept hoping and praying 

that he could sneak back in, but 

she kept rejecting him.” 


that "he wanted the traditional i 
i 
fi 


simply wanted to "scare" his wife, 
who was burned over 95% of her 
body. "I think he meant just to 
show her what he could do to her, 
to scare her,” a friend said. "If 
she wouldn't be pretty anymore, 
who would have her? Then he would 
have her, because he worships the I 
ground she walks on." 

(Daily Hampshire Gazette) | 
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Gay News 


MAINE TEENAGERS SENTENCED IN 
KILLING OF GAY MAN 


Bangor, ME: Three teenage boys 
who killed 23-year-old Charles 0. 
Howard by throwing him off a bridge 
were sentenced to indeterminate 
terms at the Maine Youth Center. 

The three boys were ordered con- 
fined to the South Portland insti- 
tution until no later the Febru- 
ary 1988, when the oldest of the 
three turns 21. Judge David Cox 
specified no minimum term. 

The three had been charged with 
murder but pleaded guilty to man- 
slaughter. They received the 
maximum penalty. 

Cox, whose earlier denial of a 
state motion to try the teenagers 
as adults, kept the case within 
the juvenile court. Cox said the 
attack on Howard reflected socie- 
ty's "prejudice, ignorance, and 
intolerance." (AP) 


GAY BEER GOES PUBLIC IN SAN DIEGO 


Sacramento, CA: Gay men and women 
have their own bars, so, "Why not a 
gay beer?" Ted Ross thought. Ross, 
25, president of Ross-Nichols Mar- 
keting, and partner Lee Nichols in 
April formed Wilde's Brewing Co., 
named for Edwardian playwright and 
avowed homosexual Oscar Wilde. They 
raised $154,000 in a stock offering. 
Pearl Brewery of San Antonio, Texas, 
agreed to brew and bottle their 
first product - successfully test- 
marketed in San Diego this spring 
and expected to be available across 
the USA within a year. Ross-Nichols' 
advertising campaign relied on gay 
press and cable TV. (USA Today) 
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Catholics on Abortion 


NUNS ACCUSE U.S. BISHOPS 
OF SEXISM IN ABORTION ISSUE 


Chicago, IL: A group of nuns has 
criticized the Roman Catholic 
Church's stand on abortion and ac- 
cused U.S. bishops of "sexism" in 
seeking to outlaw it. 


"We reject the sexism which leads 
the bishops to believe that they a- 
lone have the right and wisdom to 
make degigions about the morality 
of a woman's existential choice a- 
bout pregnancy when that choice 
differs from the bishops' theore- 
tical one," the 2,000 member Nat- 
ional Coalition of American Nuns 
said in a statement. 


"We reject any solution wnich 
would reimpose the criminalization 
of abortion," which would "result 
in making safe abortion available 
only to the rich, leaving poor wo- 
men at the mercy of amateurs," the 
Chicago-based group stated. 


The coalition said it opposes 
“any legislation which would remove 
the choice about pregnancy from the 
one most concerned." The Catholic 
Church has been drawn into the de- 
bate over abortion during the pres- 
idential campaign. 

(Daily Hampshire Gazette) 


CATHOLICS BACK FERRARO 


Catholic voters prefer Geraldine 
Ferraro's pro-choice abortion 
stand almost 2-to-1 over the anti- 
abortion views of New York Arch- 
bishop John O'Connor, says a Roper 
poll. The poll found that 30% of 
Catholics back Ferraro's stand 
and only 16% O'Connor's. (USA 


Women’s Health 


POOR WOMEN SAID UNAWARE 
OF HEALTH BENEFITS 


Springfield, MA: Dr. Walter F. 
Tauber, an obstetrician, claims 
that some poor pregnant women in 
the Springfield area are not get- 
ting the aid to which they are en- 
titled under the state's welfare 
laws. A local welfare official, 
however, said his office is fol- 

owing the rules "religiously." 

Tauber maintained that many of 
the poor women coming to his ob- 
stetrician's office have not sought 
a doctor's care until their seventh 
month of pregnancy because of bur- 
eaucratic snafus and poor advice 
from the welfare officials. 

Tauber said that the women don't 
know they are eligible for Medt- 
caid, and that "too many people in 
the welfare office are just con- 
cerned about whether these people 
have dotted all the I's and crossed 
all the T's on their forms. 

Tauber maintained that the inabi- 
lity of many, especially young, 
pregnant women to receive early 
medical care is “definitely a con~ 
tributing factor to the high mat- 
ernal and infant mortality" in 
the area. 

State statistics show that in 
Springfield and Holyoke, 15 out of 
every 1000 babies die before their 
first birthday compared to a state- 
wide infant mortality rate of 

10 out of every 1000. 


FOOD ADDICTION, DRUG ABUSE 
OFTEN GO TOGETHER 


Almost a fourth of women with 
the eating disorder bulimia also 
may have problems with drug and 
alcohol abuse, a new study shows. 

Psychologist Dorothy Hatsukami 
and her colleagues at the Univer- 


sity of Minnesota Medical School 
looked at the personalities of. 
bulimic women and women who abuse 
alcohol or drugs, and found simi- 
larities. "These include problems 
with impulsivity, depression, an- 
xiety and social withdrawal." 

"We consider eating disorders to 
be an addiction inthe same way 
that people become addicted to al- 
cohol or drugs. Some people would 
never go for the martini, they'd 
go for the doughnuts. It's the 
same disease. The disease is the 
addiction, and the question is 
what is your substance of choice." 

. (USA) 
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SEXUAL ACTIVITY RELEASES A 
PAINKILLER IN WOMEN 


Anaheim, CA: A natural pain re-- 
liever in women may be triggered by 
childbirth or intercourse, new 
studies suggest, and researchers 
hope to identify the substance to 
treat people with chronic pain. 

In one study, pain tolerance was 
measured while women stimulated 
themselves by applying slight pres- 
sure to the interior of the birth 
canal. While stimulating themsel- 
ves, the women were able to with- 
stand 40 percent more pain than 
they could otherwise. Stimulation 
to a point of sexual pleasure en- 
abled the women to tolerate 54 per- 
cent more pain. Those wha reached 
orgasm could tolerate 75 percent 
more pain, 

Another study found that the nat- 
ural painkiller is an analgesic - 
it relieves pain without affecting 
consciousness - and is not an anes- 
thetic. The studies didn't address 
whether sexual stimulation in men 
increases their ability to toler- 
ate pain. (USA) 
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US MATERNAL DEATH RATE MAY BE WRONG 


Los Angeles, CA: American mater- 
na] death rates are apparently as 
much as 20 percent - possibly even 
30 percent - higher than official 
estimates published by the federal 
government, according to a new 
national analysis, and the discre- 
pancy may instill a false sense of 
security in women contemplating 
pregnancy. 

Moreover, according to the gov- 
ernment's Atlanta-based Centers 
for Disease Control, the reporting 
error tor the national maternal 
mortality rate may render suspect 
and pernaps meaningless the belief 
that the US maternal death rate 
reached an all-time low in 1978. 

Health officials in a variety of 
states agree that the-maternal 
death rate may represent a signifi- 
cant though unintentional deception. 

Experts believe the apparent 
underestimates may be largely a re- 
sult of a sense of overconfidence 

that built up in the American 
health care system after the wide- 
spread availability of antibiotics, 
and later the legalization of abor- 
tion started to cut maternal morta- 
tity dramatically in the 1950s and 
1960s. 

The Center for Disease Control 
team also noted arcane statistical 
practices, such as coding of the 
causes of death on state health re- 
cords, often effectively overlook 
the possible relationship of a 
young woman's death to pregnancy. 

The new analysis by the center is 
being published in the August issue 
of the American Journal of Public 
Heaith. It concludes that signiti- 
cantly more deaths occur among women 
during pregnancy and childbirth than 
the 9.6 per 100,000 live births that 
was the official posted rate tor 
1978, the last year tor which fully 
analyzed figures are available. 
Close analysis of the ways counties 


and states report maternal deaths, 
in fact, indicates that the true 
mortality rate may be as high as 
12.1 per 1U0,000 births, according 
to Jack C. Smith, a Center for 
Disease Control analyst. 


(NYT) 


TEEN-AGE MOTHERS’ VIEWS ON ADOPTION 


Minneapolis, MN: Unwed teenage 
mothers who give up their babies 
for adoption are more sophisticated 
and better students and have more 
long-range plans than young women 
who keep their babies, according to 
a new study presented at the bien- 
nial conference of the Child Wel- 
fare League of America. 

"The young women who keep their 
babies seem to depend on the infants 
to fill a void in their lives," says 
the coordinator of the study. 

Thy young women who surrendered 
their babies for adoption said they 
considered their economic situation, 
what living in a single parent house- 
hold would mean to the infant and 
the effect an infant would have on 
their school and career plans. 

Twenty-nine percent of the young 
women who surrendered their babies 
for adoption said they had been 
physically abused, compared with 
50 percent of the adolescents who 
kept their babies, (USA) 
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WOMEN POSTPONING CHILD- 
BEARING INTO 30'S 


Washington, DC: The decision to 
have children is being delayed 
longer and longer by American wo- 
men, with many now waiting until 
their Tate 30s to begin chitdbear- 
Ing, a new government study shows. 

As a group, women aged 35 to 39 
averaged 3.3 first births per 1000 
women in 1982, up from a rate of 
1.8 a decade earlier. And for wo- 
men aged 30 to 34 years, the rate 
more than doubled from 7.0 to 14.5 
per 1000. 
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by Ila O'Brien 


. In May, 1983, twenty-five hundred 
clerical and technical workers at 
Yale University in New Haven, Con- 
necticut voted to have Local 34 of 
the Federal University Employees 
Union as their bargaining repre- 
sentatives. That following sum- 
mer the workers decided upon their 
contract proposals, and in October 
the first negotiating session was 
held. Seventy-five sessions later 
they are still without a contract, 
and sixteen hundred members of the 
union have been on strike since 
mid-September since the contract 
talks broke down. 

About 82 percent of Yale's 2500 
clerical and technical workers are 
women and 17 percent of them are 
members of minorities. 

Deborah Chernoff, a spokesperson 
for the strikers, cited pay equity 
and step pay increases as the major 
issues in the struggle... "Statis- 
tical studies within the technical 
and clerical unit have revealed 
that women are earning less than 
men and blacks are earning less 
than whites. There is no consis— 
tency or sanity in the pay struc 
ture," said Chernoff. 

The union drive started in 1980. 
Building slowly by a grass-roots, 


by Sharon Hoffman 


A lecture on the gender gap and 
how it will affect the 1984 elec- 
tions was given by Marjorie Lan- 
sing, professor of political sci- 
ence at Eastern Michigan Universi- 
ty on September 26 at Smith College. 
Professor Lansing assessed the @f- 
fects of the gender gap and women's 
voting patterns on the 1980 elec- 
tion and predicted its effects on 
the 1984 presidential race. 


Two major developments took place 
during the 1980 elections, accord- 
ing to Professor Lansing. The 1980 
election was a milestone in that it 
was an equal volume of male and fe- 
male voters. The second aspect of 
this milestone is that women voted 
differently from men. These deve- 
lopments- will continue to have 
their effects in the 1984 election 
and will work along with the ''Fer- 
raro Factor" to make women a force 
to be reckoned with in politics. 


The gender gap is the 8 to 10 
million more women than men who 
will vote in 1984. Professor 
Lansing said that "the Gender gap 
could make the difference in these 
elections." Women show in surveys 
to be concerned about environmen- 
tal and peace issues. One third 
of female voters were independent 
until 1980. In the 1980, 82 and 


84 elections, women preferred the 
democratic ticket over independent 
status. Adam Climer, a pollster for 
the New York Times, has said that 
women are as likely to be democra- 
tic as men are to be split between 
the two parties. 
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Yale Strikers 


word-of-mouth approach, the cler- 
ical and technical workers were 
successful in their union election 
in the Spring of 1983. Currently 
workers are asking for a 26 perdent 
across-the-board wage increase 
over the life of the first 3-year 


contract with cost of living adjust- 


ments and improvements in retire- 
ment benefits. ; 
says it will never increase its 
offer which most of the bargaining 
unit finds unacceptable. 

Yale has been the gite of five 
major strikes by its employees 
over the past 15 years. 

Support on the picket lines and 
donations to the strike fund are 
welcome, according to Chernoff. 
The strike headquarters is located 
at the First Methodist Church at 
the corner of College and Elm 
Streets in New Haven and is open 
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. The phone 


number is 203-777-5660. Contribu- 
tions may be sent to the Strike 
Hardship Fund, 88 Prospect Street, 
New Haven, CT 06511. 


A fundraising event for the strike 


is being planned to take place in 
the Amherst area on November 8th. 


Management, however, 


Ms Meg 
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Gender Gap Lecture 


The women's vote has had major 
affects before. In three recent 
governor races the win-margin was 
provided by women. New York, Texas, 
and Michigan governor elections as 
well as several congressional races 
were decided by women. 


The new found interest of the me- 
dia in women's voting patterns have 
not been awakened by feminism. It 
is the sheer numbers that attract 
media attention to women in the po- 
litical scene. Professor Lansing 
pointed out several factors that 
have thrust women into politics. 
“American women are becoming more 
aware of politics,” she said. In 
fighting for the ERA "women learned 
by handton experience what political 
life was like."' Women not active in 
the women's movement have also be- 
come more involved in politics. The 
entry of women into the paid work 
force and into higher education has 
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made women more likely to vote. 
Changing of family structure and 
lowering of birth rate also contri- 
butes to the greater opportunity 
for women to vote. 


Surveys show that the majority of 
voters would vote for a woman as 
readily as they would for a man if 
the woman was equally qualified. "We 
should have as many unqualified wo- 
men as unqualified men at the top,“ 
remarked Professor Lansing. Although 
Professor Lansing sees that "there 
is still a lot of macho politics 
going on in both parties," it has 
become advantageous to run women in 
political races. Many women are be- 
ing pushed up to the front lines. 


According to Climer, men see Ferraro 
as hurfing the democratic ticket 
while women see her as helping it. 
The media meanwhile treats female 
candidates unfairly as exemplified 
by the investigation of Ferraro's 
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WE ARE BEING 


finances. The Wall Street Journal 
went so far as to assign someone to 
spend an entire month to look into 
her financial dealings. 


Professor Lansing suggested that 
perhaps it is not a “gender gap," 
but a "“gipper gap." The polls and 
surveys taken around the country 
show that people support the demo— 
cratic party in its stand on issues 
yet they are still registered as — 
voting for Reagan. It is a “hidden 
agenda" on the 84 ballot, Lansing 
said, for or against women's rights. 
All polls aside, ir seems the female 
vote, along with the minority vote, 


will make enough of an impact to 


sway these elections. Professor 
Lansing concluded her lecture by 
assuring her audience that "women 
as a force in American politics 
will continue to make a difference 
and women will continue to be co- 
signers of the social contract." 
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Anthony and Stanton Exhibit 


neatness and sobriety. 


by Ila O'Brien 


"Elizabeth Cady Stanton was wearing 
bloomers on the day she was introduced 
cto Susan B. Anthony one evening in 
March 1881. 

‘How well I remember the 
day! George Thompson and 
William Lloyd Garrison hav-— 
ing announced an anti-slavery 
meeting in Seneca Falls. 
Miss Anthony came to attend 
it. These gentlemen were 
my guest3. Walking home 
after the adjournment, we 
met Mrs. Bloomer and Miss 
Anthony on the corner of 


books, the exhibit highlights the 
I liked her thoroughly, formation and growth of the women's 
and why I did not at movement of the 19th century. Some 
once invite her home of the significant events portrayed 
with me to dinner I do not are: 
know. She accuges me of 1850: The first National Wo~ 
that neglect, and has never men's Rights Convention met at 
forgiven me.' Worcester, MA. Neither Susan 
So began a friendship that en- B. Anthony or Elizabeth Cady 
dured for fifty years."--The Life Stanton attended though Stanton 
of Elizabeth Cady Stanton by E. signed the call. 
Griffith. 1860: Stanton emerged as a 
Many historically political as- prominent abolitionist lidchucas 
pects of this friendship are cur- 1868: 14th Amendment ratifi d 
rently on exhibit on che 25th with word 'male" introduced eee 


ment was proposed, limiting suf- 
frage to men, 

1869: Stanton and Anthony founded 
the National Women's Suffrage 
Association which met annually in 
Washington to petition congress 
for a women's suffrage amendment. 

Stanton then retired from the 
lecture circuit to write. In 
1880 the History of Women's Suf- 
frage was published (co-authored 
with Matilda Joslyn Gage.) 

Anthony toured the country agitat- 
ing women to pressure their state 
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the street, waiting to meet s vary. The constitution. Publicati Bee ue ee cnet et ae 
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her good, earnest face and . began. It was committed to wo- tyeon died in 1902 in New York 


In a chronological series of 


men's suffrage, 
photographs, letters, essays and 


genial smile, dressed in City, 


The 15th Amend- 
gray...che perfection of je 
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New Parade Rule 
Tops First Hurdie 


' 


by Paula En 
The Schoo 
the Unive 


gland and Teresa Gardn 
J of Social Sciences Of 
rsity of Texas at Dallas 


This study examines portra 
men's and women's te in 2000 ie 
zine advertisements that appeared he- 
tween 1960 and 1979 in Vogue, Ladies! 
Home Journal, Playboy, and Time. The 
data include over 150 ads for each 
of the following product groups: 
clothes, beauty aids, health aids 
tobacco, food, goods and services. 
sold to businesses, alcoholic bever- 
ages, vehicles, and books or magazines. 

We analyze the presentation of men 
and women in ads along four dimen- 
SIONS: age, activity, occupation, 
and product use. For each of these 
four dimensions statistical techni- 
ques are used to determine how dif- 
ferent the portrayals of men and wo- 
men were, which products' advertisers 
published the most sex-typed ads, 
whether the sex-typing in ads de- 
creased between 1960 and 1979, and 
whether the ad portrayals were real- 
istic. 

When ads show more differences be- 
tween men and women's ages, activities, 
occupations, and product use than is 
typical in the U.S., we label the ads 
“traditional.” Ads are termed "real- 
istic" when they are neither behind 
nor ahead of social change in sex 
role differentiation. 

The content analysis revealed con- 
siderable sex-typing in ads, and a 
surprising lack of change in the 
extent of sex-typing between 1960 
and 1979. Comparing portrayals in 
ads with data on Americans’ behavior, 
we conclude that advertisements are 
more traditional than realistic in 
their portrayals of men's and women's 
roles. The specific empirical con- 
clusions are summarized below: 


1. Ads consistently pictured women 
as younger than men. This double 
standard of aging did not lessen be- 
tween 1960 and 1979. The age distri- 
bution of women shown in ads is much 
younger than American women or the 
magazines’ female readership. 

2. Ads show men and women in very 
different activities. Women are more 

apt than men to be doing domestic 
work or modeling fashion and cosme- 
tics. Wen are more often shown on 
the job, in outdoor recreation. or 
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Bodywork and 
Natural Healing 


SESSIONS FOR WOMEN 


INQUIRE: 
(413) 665-7577 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Yes, the Valley Women's Voice 
is free to local women, but 


what about your friends in 
faraway places? Nine issues 

for $8: free to imprisoned or 
institutionalized women upon 
request. Donations are accepted 
and greatly appreciated. Contact 
us at the Everywoman's Center, 
UMass, Amherst, MA 01003. 


Valley Women’s Voice 


cial Consequences 


at leisure indooors. The extent of 
sex-typing activities in ads did not 
lessen between 1960 and 1979. Ads 
did not increase their portrayals of 
employed women during the period. 
This was unrealistic given the dra- 
matic increase in American women's 
employment during the 1960s and 
1970s. The ads also failed to re- 
gister smaller increases in men's 
involvement in fashion and housework. 

3. When ads showed people on the 
job, the occupational portrayals 

\ were more sex segregated than the 
U.S. workforce, and the ads showed 
no reductjon in occupational segre- 
gation between 1960 and 1979. How- 
ever, in one area, ads were ahead 
of social change: they showed a 
higher proportion of women as mana- 
gers than is observed in the U.S. 

4. Magazine ads showed men and 
women using very different products. 
This sex differentiation did not 
decrease between 1960 and 1979. 

Men were seldom shown modeling 
clothes or beauty aids, and not a 
single male was shown using a 
housework aid. Behavioral studies 
in the U.S. show slow but discern- 
able trends toward men's increased 
participation in housework, fashion, 
and cosmetics, trends the ads 
failed to reflect. 

5. There was no consistent pat- 
tern to which products’ ads showed 
the most sex-typing. Differences 
in men's and women's ages were 
greatest in ads for magazines and 
alcoholic beverages, and least in 
ads for vehicles, health aids, 
beauty aids, and food. Ads for food 
and magazines showed the greatest 
sex-typing in the activities men 
and women were shown in; ads for 
goods and services sold to business 
showed the least sex-typing of acti- 
vities. Ads for clothes and beauty 
aids showed the most sex-typing of 
product use; few men were stiown us- 
ing these products. 


We recommend that advertisers pre- 
sent realistic portrayals of men’s 
and women's changing roles: 
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(reprinted from Daily Hampshire 
Gazette, Northampton, MA. 10/13/84) 


On October 12, Northampton's 
City Council's Ordinance com- 
mittee recommended approval of 
a new parade permit ordinance 
setting standards for culing on 
permit requests. 

The new ordinance, which still 
requires action by the City Council, 
is basically the one submitted by 
Mayor David B. Musante Jr. and 
prepared by the city’s law dept. 

But {¢ contains two sections from 
a less restrictive alternate ordi- 
nance proposed by City Councilor 
William C. Ames, including a pre- 
amble which states that the purpose 
of the parade permit is to “inform” 
the chief of police about che time 
and place of the planned march. 
Under the version approved last 
night, a permit could be denied if 
the size of the parade would require 
such a large number of police 
officers that the city would be 
without "reasonable police protection. 
The permit could also be denied if 
the ''time, route and size of the 
parade disrpt to a reasonable 
extent the movement of other traff- 
ic.” 

In March, the police chief 
denied a parade permit to a homo- 
sexual rights group on the grounds 
that the parade, scheduled for a 
Saturday, would disrupt downtown 
traffic and that it would threaten 
public safety by diverting too many 
police officers from regular patrols. 
That permit denial was overturned 


when it was ruled chat the city's 
parade permit was unconstitucional. 
The ordinances both attempt to 
alleviate problems created by the 
old ordinance that was ruled uncon- 
stutional. They beth include specif- 
te standards for ruling on parade 
permit requests, unlike the old ordi- 
nance which simply save the police 
chief sole authority to issue 
permits. 
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However, Ames’ version has few- 
er restrictions than Musante's. 

For instance, Musante's requires 
more details to be listed on the 
permit, such as the maximun and 
minimum speeds, maximum length 
of the parade. Ames' version 
dees not require these details. 

In addition, Musante's requires 
thac the parade "move at a fixed 
rate of speed" and "any willful 
delay" shall constitute a violation 
of the permit. Again, Ames' version 
does noc include rhis requirement. 

Both versions provide a process 
whereby individuals who are initial- 
ly denied a permit by the police 
chief may appeal that decision to 
the City Council. 


fhe compromise version approved 
last night includes a section from 
Ames' proposal that gives the 
police chief authority to issue 
special permits for parades “of a 
Spontaneous nature," and to desig- - A ! 
mate the route and time of the 
parade to "facilitate crowd control." 
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Necessities/Necesidades’ M 


On Saturday, October 13, a Move-a-Thon was held 


in Northampton as a benefit for Necessities, a 


battered women's shelter. 


Many women commented 


on the on how well the event was organized and 


passers~by lent their support. 


The Necessities 


staff and voluteers (with a special thanks to 
Laura Prescott) went all-out with entertainment. 


Balloons, clown-face painting, a band and 

dancing were all part of the day as were the 
participants who ran, skipped skated and walked 
their way for the $3,200 which was pledged to 
raise money for Necessities. (The 24-hour hotline 
number at Necessities is 586-5066) 


Social Rules of Spouse Abuse 


by Beth Warner Goldsmith 


(This article is Part 1 of 2 
articles summarizing recent social 
scientists' theories about wife 
battering. This article reviews 
some of the pervasive social and 
family forces which spawn and per- 
petuate woman battery. Part 2 will 
review factors in the battering re- 
lationship itself which unfortunate- 
ly establish a vicious cycle diffi- 
cult to break.) 


Nearly 6 million women in the U.S. 
are seriously and/or repeatedly in- 
jured every year by the men they 
love. Some 2,000 to 4,000 of these 
women die annually from their injur- 
jes. Researchers including psycho- 
logist Lenore Walker and sociolo- 
gist Suzanne Steinmetz estimate that 
at least 504 of all women have been 
physically assaulted by a partner at 
some time in their lives. Reliable 
statistics are scanty, but research- 
ers agree that spouse abuse ig under- 
reported due to fear, shame, and in- 
adequate response by social agencies. 
No socioeconomic status, ethnic 
group, religion, or educational le- 
vel protects families from the ra- 
vages of spouse abuse. 

In the past decade, the women's 
movement has spearheaded the effort 
to turn public attention upon the 
scope of spouse abuse and the needs 
of its victims. Failure of law en- 
forcement and social agencies to 
even identify the problem became 
more apparent as the network of 
safe houses and self-help groups 
began to expose the myths surround- 
ing domestic violence and to serve 
its victims successfully. 

During this movement, psycholo- 
gists, sociologists, and health pro- 
fessionals have begun to re-examine 
the few paradigms which thusfar at- 
tempted to explain wife-battering. 
Professionals tended to focus upon 
the woman alone, ignoring her en- 
tire social context. They viewed 
her as pathological for enduring 
such extreme and repeated abuse. 
The victim was said to be masochis- 
tic, psychologically needing and 
inviting abuse upon herself. What 
stymied social service personnel 

(and the public at large) was the 
$50,000 question: But how can she 
stay there? The outside observer 
has assumed free choice and social, 
economic, and family support where 
there are none. Also, it is com- 
forting to society at large to 
"blame the victim,” because it pro- 
tects our cherished image of family 
life and promotes a sense of psy- 
chological distance between the vic- 
tim and the "helper" (police, men- 
tal health worker, neighbor, etc.) 
We do not need to painfully examine 
what forces in our society, in our 
own backyards, may stimulate such 
widespread violence In the home. 
"Blaming the victim" preserves the 
status quo. : 

Needless to say, the masochism 


theory neither adequately explained 
cause, nor did it provide effective 
solutions. "Helpers" could give up 
on these victims, guilt assuaged, 
because, after all, such pathologi- 
cal personality traits cannot be 
easily changed. Experts in the area 
are now developing a broader focus 
which protects the “helpers” less, 
and the victims more. 

Fortunately, these current theor- 
jes take into account both socio- 
cultural/familial forces, and the 
magnitude of the effects of physical 
abuse upon victims. Both sociocul- 
tural factors and the effect of a- 
buse reinforce a cycle which cements 
the victim's position and makes it 
difficult to leave. Unfortunately, 
recent research often continues to 
focus upon the female victim alone. 
The batterer is an illusive creature 
who, all too often, does not acknow- 
ledge his out-of-control rage as a 
problem and continually insists that 
others (his partner) cause his dis- 
tress. Thus, he often will not 
participate in research or treatment 
unless it provides the opportunity 
to regain control of his wife, which 
he so desperately needs in order to 
feel adequate. The continued focus 
upon the victim in research can 
subtly perpetuate an already entren- 
ched tendency to hold her respons~ 
jble for her partner's violent acts. 

Researchers suspect that societal 
forces, including historical accept- 
ance of wife abuse, social accept- 
ance of violence in general, sex 
role stereotyping, discrimination 
against women, and fear of the abu- 
ser, all facilitate spouse abuse. 

In 1824, U.S. law condoned a man's 
right to beat his wife, provided he 
use a "Switch no bigger than his 
thumb." Fifty years later, this o- 
vert sanction was removed. But the 
courts sanctioned the practise of 
turning a deaf ear to domestic vio- 
lence stating, "...it is better to 
draw the curtain, shut out the pub- 
lic gaze, and leave the parties to 
forgive and forget." The attitude 
that a man has a right to subjugate 
his wife, and society's tacit agree- 
ment by ignoring the problem, linger 
on. As recent as 1968, an interview 
survey for the National Commission 
on Causes and Prevention of Violence 
found that 20% of a representative 
American adult sample approved af 
husband- and wife-hitting. This 
attitude thrives in a larger cultur- 
al contxt where violence in general 
appears acceptabe, even celebrated. 
Reflect upon TV programming or our 
curious movie rating system, where 
explicit sexual material is censured 
more than explicit violence. Our 
mass murderers receive narcissistic 
gratification from extensive media 
coverage. They are sometimes sought 
out by publishers and movie-makers. 
Meanwhile, the victims are most of- 
ten left to pick up the pieces of 
their lives alone. 

Sex role stereotyping perpetuates 
woman beating. Men learn that mas- 


culinity equals aggressiveness, dom- 
inance, and maintenance of emotional 
control. These characteristics main- 
tain men in a superior economic, so- 
cial, and political position, but 
not without cost. Women learn that 
femininity equals empathy, caring 
for others, emotional warmth and the 
value of keeping the family together. 
The more rigidly one adheres to his/ 
her same-sexed stereotyped behavior, 
the less flexible one's identity be- 
comes. Some psychologists (such as 
Sandra Bem) believe that the mental 
toll of this stereotyping is great. 
The road is paved for many men, who 
have few acceptable emotional out- 
lets, to Tose contro] at home, es- 
pecially when their sense of compe- 
tence has been compromised at work 
or among peers. The road is paved 
for many women to accept responsibi- 
lity for this behavior, and attempt 
to understand their men better so 
they can maintain their sense of 
competence as wives. Lest anyone 
doubt the social pressure to main- 
tain these roles, witness the dif- 
ficulties women face when they do 
leave their violent men. Their fa- 
milies expect them to return to the 
men, they face enormous financial 
and child care burdens, and often 
the men harass or cajole their mates 
even after a separation, with or 
without a restraining order. The 
public may view welfare as “an easy 
out," but anyone who has experienc- 
ed the massive red tape and humili- 
ation knows differently. For exam- 
ple, the victim may be required to 
gain the signature of the very man 
who beat her, verifying that he 

does not live with her anymore. 

Couple these considerations with 
the public fear of the abuser. Po- 
lice are understandably (though not 
excusably) reluctant to take deci- 
sive steps, because some 40% of po- 
lice injuries occur while interven- 
ing in spouse abuse calls. Relatives 
and roommates are reluctant to take 
in the "contaminated" woman because 
of threats, round-the-clock phone 
calls, etc. It is far easier to 
let the victim continue to care for 
this impulsive man's needs. In ad- 
dition, few people tolerate the com- 
plex feelings the victim holds for 
her man. She endured abuse to gain 
a modicum of security and affection. 
Now she has nothing, and needs to 
grieve the loss of the better as- 
pects of the relationship with this 
man. 

In addition to the pervasive so- 
cial forces, certain family patterns 
are suspected to contribute to the 
spouse abuse problem. Both victims 
and abusers frequently witnessed 
their fathers beat their mothers. : 
They were often beaten themseives: 
Men and women from these families 
learn that violence is "part of th 
turf" of i i 7 

of family life and may even 
see the violence as proof of 
etic kind of i gat 
th Of caring. Women from 

ese families "learn helplessness" 
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Gray Panthers 


When Maggie Kuhn was forced to re~ 
tire in 1972 because she turned 65, 
she formed the Gray Parthers. The 
nationwide advocacy group for the 
elderly now has over 150 chapters. 
Its membership of all ages is "com- 
mitted to working against ageism 
and for fundamental social change 
that would eliminate injustice, 
discrimination and oppression." 

The room in which Ms. Kuhn 
spoke on October 15 was filled 
to its 300-person capacity. 

The topic of her talk, "Politics, 
Advocacy and Aging" brought to 
light the issues which challenge 
elderly Americans today: Cuts in 
medicare, attacks on social sec- 
urity benefits, increased military 
spending and the overall terroriza- 
tion of elderly Americans in the 
form of violent crimes and neglect. 

"There are £91 million people 
over 65 in the world today. By 1990 
that figure will have doubled," she 
told her audience. 

She advocated for the empowerment 
and realization of the self-worth 
of senior citizens. One signif- 
icant step towards that end she 
said is the defining of new roles 
for senior citizens. "Senior cit- 
izens,''she said, "should be edu- 
cators, advocates, futurists and 
ethical counsellors." She called 
for a mandate that every facility 
where older people live have res— 
ident pets, a greenhouse, a wind- 
mill the color of the rainbow, a 
food coop and a child care center. 
“With all this," she said, “we will 
have a revolution in America." 

Standing about 5'3" with clear 
eyes and bright smile she spoke 
enthusiastically and captivated 
those she was addressing. "On my 
78th birthday 1 told myself I'd do 
something outrageous every week,” 
she said. The audience chanted 
"No Nukes, No Nukes" after her 
sharp criticism of Reagan's nuclear 
policies, and more than once thev 
interrupted her calk with applause. 

Quoting Simone de Beauvoir in 
The Coming of Age she said, "The 
issues of AGE challenge the whole 
socity and put the whole society 
to the test." 

At the end of her talk, questions 
came from the audience. “How do 
we generate new sources of social 
Support with the breakdown of the 
extended family?" asked one woman 

Ms. Kuhn replied, "A family 
are those who break bread together. 
It's time we re-group and consider 
alternatives." She then showed 
everybody there how to-do the Grey 
Panther growl (stand up, extend 
hands, put tongue out and make 
noise from the throat) and left for 
her fifth event of the day: a 
reception. 


The Pioneer Valley chapter of 
the Cray Panthers welcomes inquiries 
and new members. Their phone num 
ber is 256-0492 and the mailing 
address is POBox 771, Amherse, 01004. 
Kuhn's talk was jointly sponsored 
by the Gray Panthers of the Pioneer 
Valley and the UMass Center on Aging. 
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Native American Writers Reclaim Cultural Identity | Spouse Abuse, cont. 


by Julia Maycock 


“The Path ] have travelled with my 
work has passed by the rocks, even the 


avalanches, journ 


b 


eyed into the conflicts 
elween people, taken the risk of 


exposing the cogs working under the 
skin and under the governors...” 


Indian writers not only document 
tribal traditions but preserve eth- 
nic identity by resisting assimila- 
tion, a Native American poet said. 

Linda Hogan, a Native American, 
spoke before an audience of about 
80 at the University of Massachu- 
setts on October 17. She said that 
Native literature redefines how 
Indians are perceived. 

"White publishers have omitted 
the reality of our lives in favor 
of stereotypes," Hogan said. "The 
results are disastrous because 
these attitudes lead to political 
and personal impotence." 

Hogan said that Native Americans 
are still written about in the past 
tense despite a tremendous increase 
in population. "As Indian people 
we are easier to handle and analyze 
if we are depowered by disappear- 
ance. This is a creation of domin- 
ant society's need to homogenize. 
And, we are being 'romanticised to 
death'," she said. 

The poet said diversity threatens 
the dominant culture. Hogan said 
that Euro-American writers also 
fail to address issues of coloniza- 
tion. "They have not discussed 
what it means to be the descendants 
of invaders, how much that position 
carries with it modern alienation, 
loss, and spiritual emptiness." 

Hogan said tribal literature is a 
speaking-out associated with land 


‘ 


struggles, establishing sovereignty, 
and with class antagonism under a 
hierarchy of colonization. She 
said that Native American literature 
has taken a stand against exploita- 
tion in the last decade. 

“This ongoing struggle is one be- 
tween those who are on the side of 
progress and are fighting against 


those who hold tenure on, and care- 
take, the land,” Hogan said. "To be 
an Indian in the U.S. is to exist in 
a constantly political situation. 

The voices of Indian writers use sto- 
Ty, poetry, song, and prayer to as-— 
sert identity as a people and to re- 
sist the forces that try to wear us 
down." 

Hogan said Native American writing 
is a voice of resistance and libera~ 
tion. She said Indian writers must 
take risks. The poet's first book, 
"Calling Myself Home,'' began to heal 
a psychic split, she said. "My work 
began in the border land and was 
the beginning of my healing the 
split. The split came from being a 
woman on the chewing cusp; that 
place where some of us are forced to 
exist, that place where we can be 
eaten, ground down, chew others, or 
begin to develop our strength,” Hogan 
said, 

It is important to protect diver-~ 
sity, she said. Being bi-cultural 
forces individuals to examine ‘their 


identity. “Our diversity is a sur- 
vival tactic in the face of a chang- 
ing legal system where termination 
has always been a possibility." 

Hogan quoted Barbara Cameron, who 
said, "American Indians are the fore- 
most group of people who continuous— 
ly fight agéinst pre-meditated cul- 
tural genocide." 

The poet said remaining distinctive 
also means living with bi-culturali- 
ty. "It means being an eavesdropper 
on those who cannot penetrate your 
own culture. It not only means a 
life of great cultural richness but 
also the heartfelt schizophrenia 
that comes from speaking across the 
silent borders of class and race." 

Hogan said that writers who live 
in a country of conflict internalize 
the struggles and express them in 
literature. "They become internal 
and external wars of conquest with- 
in ourselves," she said. "Writing 
is an instument of change and a 
communal act.” 

"We are passing on written mater- 
fal that was previously oral. It_ 
is our job to keep poetry from be- 
coming ‘high' art that is used as 
a tool by the ruling class," Hogan 
said. "It is important to use po- 
etry as a way of laying claim to 
what belongs to the people and to 
the land." 


Note: Linda Hogan's speech is 
part of an ongoing lecture series 
called, "Writers Speak: America 
and the Ethnic Experience." The 
program is sponsored by the Insti- 
tute of Advanced Study in Humani- 
ties. Hogan has authored three 
books and published her work in 
several anthologies. Next year 
the University Press will publish 
her lastest effort, "The Remember- 
ed Earth: Anthology of Contempo- 
rary Native American Literature." 


meaning that they repeatedly wit- 
nessed traumatic violence over 
which they had no control. They 
could not protect themselves as 
children, and since no one else ef- 
fectively intervened, learned the 
powerlessness of outsiders to pre- 
vent their hurt. How could they 
then, as adults, feel they had any 
power to stop their spouses' blows? 
These women often married young in 
order to escape home. Alcoholism 
has plagued both the victim's and 
the abuser's families, and in turn 
their own marriage. Most research- 
ers agree, though, that alcohol ac- 
companies violence sometimes but 
does not cause it. : 

Yet some 50% of battered women do 
not grow up in violence-prone fami- 
lies. What of them? . Some research- 
ers suspect that the families of 
these women are totally unable to 
tolerate any conflict whatsoever. 
They deny any hint of disagreement 
among members and hold a “stick to- 
gether at al] cost" stance. Thus, 
children from these families learn 
to ignore the usual cues that an ex- 
plosion is brewing from someone. 
They also learn to keep their own 
family together at all cost. 

Women from violence-prone families 
are often aware of their spouses' 
violent tendencies but have learned 
to expect some violent behavior as a 
natural part of an intimate relation- 
ship. Women from conflict-denying 
families are unaware of their 
spouses' violent tendencies and are 
surprised by its occurance. Both 
types of families usually encourage 
their battered daughters to tough it 
out in their marriages. 

Spouse abuse viewed as a learned 
phenomenon offers a more optimistic 
opportunity for effective intervention. 
What ts learned can be unlearned. Of 
course, assisting women to deal with 
violence-prone mates embodies only a 
small part of the solution. Efforts to 
change both social forces which 
perpetuate violence, and efforts 


to help the wife battering man 
need to redouble, 
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I talked with some women from this 
area about one kind of work they do. 
Following this introduction are some 
of the thoughts and feelings they have 
about their work. I want to acknow— 
ledge that there are many women doing 
work that never gets acknowledged. 
Work such as looking for work and 
work such as surviving day to day. 

The subject of work automatically 
connects to the issue of class and 


class differences—-both class op- 
pression and class privilege--and 
who benefits from the oppression of 
poor and working class people 

The subject of work automatically 
connects to the issue of class and 
class differences. I encourage wo- 
ment to talk about class differences—— 
both class oppression and class 
privilige--and who benefits from the 
oppression of poor and working-class 
people. How does this oppression 


affect our lives 
I would like ¢ 
men to let other 
work is or has 
only to paid wor 
of work you have 
life? Write to 
Voice. I exspeci 
class and poor w 
rural as well as 
about their expe 


Wendy McKee, South Deerfield--Single 
mother of Olivia, 9, and Billy, 7. 
"It's hard work to do a good job as 
a mother. It can be frustrating and 


enraging at times. 


It is also very 


? 

o also encourage WO- 
women know what your 
een (I'm not referring 
k). How has the kind 
done affected your 

the Valley Women's 
ally urge working 
omen, women of color, 
urban women to teil 
riences. 


satisfying. After years of 
teaching my children values like 
independence and self-sufficiency, 
it makes me feel good to see them 
using the skills they were taught. 


Ila O'Brien, Amherst and Sylvia 
Battey, Northampton--Co-editors 


of the Valley Women's Voice. 


Sylvia: "The Valley Women's Voice 
is a valuable resource to the wo- 


men's community in this area. TIT 
want to encourage networking amongst 
all the diverse groups in the wo- 
men's community. I'd like to see 
the paper utilized by women to 
share information and ideas." 

Ila: The Valley Women's Voice 

grew out of a need for a news— 
paper dedicated to the ideaa and 
concerns of women. Discrimination, 
poverty, battering, barriers to 
jobs and education are just some of 
the persistent problems women face. 
The paper serves as a bridge between 
women. As we organize to tackle 
the problems in our communities 

we can read about the issues and 
events which the mainstream papers 
don't consider to be "priority" or 
newsworthy. I think it is a nexus 
and a vital way in which we can 
communicate with each other. I 
also enjoy working on the paper 
bacause I am learning about news- 
paper production." 


Marta Tapia, Amherst--Coordinator of. 


the Educator/Advocate Program at Every- 
woman's Center, Amherst. "This is a 
job where I have grown a lot. A job 
which makes me feel connected to women 
and it is a job where you can s 


ae eek 
ese and know that you're promoting 


Deborah Brooks, Northampton--Residen- 
tial worker with troubled young adults, 
Tri-County Youth Program, Northampton. 
“T enjoy doing this work because I'm 
giving back something I received that 
allowed me to survive in the community. 
When I see these young women, I'm re- 
minded it could've been me or it could 
be any of us." 
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Centerfold and photographs by Bonnie McKee 


"While our primary focus will be 
on women-related issues and the mo- 
bilization of women to play a full 
role in the struggle towards equal- 
ity, we do realize that for true 
social change we must work as a 
unified whole-women, children, men 
together; that is, the liberation 
of women becomes a reality only 
‘when taken up by women themselves, 
but at the same time, it is only 
one facet of the total struggle, 
and not isolated from it. 

Therefore, we welcome the support 
of and participation of our men, 
and children. 


(quote taken from the Statement of 
Philosophy of the Third World 
Women's Task Force.) 


Loti Reyes Ocasio 


Clara Lopez, Northampton—Coordinator 
of Volunteers and Community Education 
at Necessities/Necesidades, a battered 
women's organization. "It's impor- 
tant to smash the myth that abuse hap~ 
pens only in working class homes and - 
homes of people of color. I want to 
wake people up to reality. I'm sick 
of people blocking out things that 
aren't pretty. Ignoring the sickness 
(classism and racism) in the world 
won't make it go away. It's quite a 
challenge and I'm excited to be working 
at Necessities. There's much work to : 
be done! Chong Amy Yu, Northampton—Third 
World Women's Program Advocate, 
and Loti Reyes Ocasio, Northampton. 
Third World Women's Advocate Progran, 
both at Everywoman's Center, Amherst. 
Chong: "My ideology is that the 
emancipation of women within the 
larger struggle of all oppressed 
people is essential. My ideology 
manifests itself in my work with 
the Third World Women's Program. 

The goals of the program are to 
provide alternative educational 
programs to Third World Women, 
through panel discussions, films, 
lectures and workshops. Women can 
come in for support, resource in- 
formation and advocacy." 


Martha Kamber, Northampton--Hairdresser. 
“Coming from a working class background, 
I feel there is a need for more aware- 
ness and respect for skilled labor. 
Working with my hands is both creative 
and satisfying. 


Maria Zavala and Bev Bates, Haydenville 
Co-Parents of Hakien, 10 years old. 
Maria: "This kid is raising me. He 
knows how to tell me when I'm wrong and 
when I'm not doing a good job. 


Bev: “I think it's important for fen- 
inist women to raise little boys so that 
they will grow to be sensitive, decent 
men, who will treac women positively. 
It's hard to tell at 10 years old how 

* he's going to turn out. Those women 
in the community who think they can 


turn their heads on raising little 


boys are missing the boat pas . 
we're raising the next genera ‘ 


The Boftomless Cup of Coffee 


A Short Story by Marci Goodman 


I'm lying on a towel beside the 
pool. I'm trying to get a tan. 
It's crowded. Little kids are 
running all around me, and I'm 
getting splashed. 

Two women sit down right next 
to my head. One of them has a low, 
soothing voice. It relaxes me. 

A kid steps on my leg. One of 
the women says, "Be careful of the 
lady, Danny." I feel strange being 
called a lady. I wonder when I'11 
feel right about that. The women 
begin to talk about their problems. 
I'm getting very interested in their 
conversation. My eyes are closed 
and my face is turned to the sun. 

I haven't looked at the women yet. 
The one with the soothing voice 1s 
doing most of the talking. She's 
Danny's mother. It seems that most 
of the other kids belong to her. 
She's talking about the time she 
wanted to kill herself. She was 
pregnant and she knew her boyfriend 
waS going to leave her. She al- 
ready had two kids. She was 
drinking a lot. She was about to 
get her boyfriend's gun and shoot 
herself. Before she could do it, 
one of her kids came into the room 
and asked her for a glass of water. 
It was then that she decided she 
couldn't kill herself. She had a 
responsibility to the kids. 

I decide to get a look at this 
woman. I try to picture her from 
her voice, but I can't. I turn 
over onto my stomach to start tan- 
ning my back. I glance at the 
woman. She's fat. Enormous. 

She's wearing purple stretch 
Shorts. Her thighs are bursting 
through the seams. ‘Ralph’ is 
tatooed on her right arm. There's 
a heart around it and an arrow 
through the heart. She has 
another tatoo of a rose above her 
left breast. Her face is sweaty 
and round. I can’t even look at 
the other woman. 


I out my head back down on the 
towel. 1 lie there for a few 
more minutes. Then.1 get up and 
dive into the pool. 


Il. 

Suzanne wants to meet me for 
coffee. She says we haven't 
talked in a long time. She says 
we're drifting apart. She doesn't 
want that to happen. I tell her 
“I don't want it to happen either. 
But I'm not sure I care anymore. 
How do you say that to a friend? 
Suzanne has changed so much over 
the past year. I don't know if we 
even have anything to talk about. 

We plan to meet on Sunday after- 
noon. I feel trapped. We're 
going to meet at Cirel's Cafe, 
across the street from the laund- 
romat. 

I sit in Cirel’s with a cup of 
coffee, waiting for Suzanne. I'm 
hoping she doesn't show up. She 
walks in a minute later. She 
Stands in the doorway, looking 
for me. I wave, and she comes over 
to the table. I get up so that we 
can hug. Suzanne kisses me on the 
cheek. 

"You look great," she says. 
"When did you get your hair cut ?' 
She takes off her coat and puts it 
on the back of the chair. We sit 
down. 

“A few months ago. You look 
good, too. How long have you had 
a perm?” 

"I"ve had it for a while. But 
I'm pretty sure you've seen it," 
she says. 

She's wearing a bulky sweater, 
designer jeans, and western boots. 

She's put on a few pounds, 

"So how's everything going?” 

Suzanne says. 

The waitress comes over for our 
order. 

"T']] have some more coffee," 

I say. 

"J']1 have coffee, too." 

The waitress leaves and we 
continue. 

"Everything's fine," [I say. 

"No you still paint?" 

"Yas." I fold my napkin into 
a paper airplane. 

ware you still working at the 

3" 

Muives," I say. I realize I'm not 

‘wing her a chance. But all of a 
giving 3 cane 
sudden, I'm in a bad mood an 
can't shake it. I unfold my nap- 


kin. 


- The waitress brings our coffees. 
I take two sugars for myself and 
ask Suzanne if she wants some. 

"Do you have Sweet 'n' Low?" 

She asks the waitress. 

I busy myself with the sugars and 
the cream. The waitress brings 
Suzanne some Sweet 'n’ Low. 

"Are you on a diet?” I say. 

"You never used to use that stuff.” 

"I've been gaining weight lately. 
So I've been eating only fruit and 
vegetables for the past two weeks." 
Suzanne clicks her fingernails on 
the table while she's talking. 

It's getting on my nerves. 

"Don't you get hungry?" I say. 
"Vegetables never fill me up." 

"I'm not the bottomless pqt I 
used to be. Remember how much we 
used to eat?" she says. 

I laugh. "Yes, like that time 
we consumed an entire pizza, ice 
cream, and a box of cookies in 
about fifteen minutes." 

Suzanne and I reminisce for a 


while about college. We used to have 


a lot of fun together. I was diff- 
erent then. I don't know when or 
how I changed, but I did. Suzanne 
changed, too. She seems more 
conventional. She's a nurse. She 
has a steady boyfriend. They're 
planning on getting married in two 
years. As soon as they've got 
their steady incomes. She tells me 
all this over our coffee. 

I tell her a little about my 
painting. But it seems as if she 
thinks I'm wasting my life. And I 
think we're wasting our time, 
dredging up the past. 


The fat woman with the tatoos 
walks into the cafe. She's 
carrying a large duffel bag. 

She comes directly to our table 
and says 'Hi'. "What happened 
to your tan?" she says to me. 

"I lost it a long time ago," I 
say. I guess she recognizes me 
from that day at the pool, I'm 
thinking. I haven't seen her 
Since then. Suzanne is trying 
to catch my eye so we can laugh 
at the woman, but I ignore her. 

"Do you mind if I sit here 7?" 
the fat woman says. , 

I shrug. “If you want to.” 

The fat woman sits down. 

She's wearing a green army 
jacket and brown polyester bell- 
bottoms. Her shoes are red 
imitation-leather with platform 
heels. Suzanne is smirking. 

The waitress comes over to our 
table with the coffee pot. The 
fat woman orders some coffee for 
herself. 

"Are you drinking the bottomless 
cup of coffee?" the fat woman says. 

"I don't know.” 

"Yes, we are," Suzanne says. 
"It's on the menu. For fifty 
cents you get a bottomless cup of 
coffee." 

"Could get messy," I say. I 
start folding my napkin into a 
fan. 

"My name is Miriam," the fat 
woman says. "What are your 
names?" 

"I'm Brenda," I say. 

"I'm Suzanne." 

The waitress brings Miriam her 
coffee. 

"T'T1 have a danish, too. 

I'm feeling kind of hungry," 
Miriam says to the waitress. 

Suzanne starts clicking her 
fingernails on the table again. 

"Are you nervous?" Miriam says 
to Suzanne. 

"No. Why?" Suzanne says. She 
stops clicking her fingernails. 

"You seem tense," Miriam says 
to Suzanne. "So do you,” she says 
to me. 

1 unfold my napkin and put it 
back on the table. 

Miriam reaches into her duffel 
bag and pulls out a.notepook. "I 
have some poems I wrote in here," 
she says. "Do you want me to read 
them aloud?" 

I remember being at the pool. 

My eyes were closed and I was 
listening to her soothing voice. 
‘ Not right now," Suzanne says. 
Maybe later.” 

"I just thought I'd ask," Miriam 
Says. She puts the notebook back 
in her duffel bag. 

The waitress brings Miriam a cin- 
namon danish. 

"Boy, am I starved," Miriam says. 
She finishes the danish in about 
three bites. She doesn't even chew. 
She. just bites and swallows. "That 
was good," she says. She wipes 
her fingers on a napkin. 


The waitress comes over again to 
refill our coffees. 

"No more for me, thanks," I say. 

"T don't want any either," 
Suzanne says. 

Miriam is rocking back and forth 
in her chair. She's singing "When 
The Saints Go Marching In." She 
looks up at the waitress. "Can I 
have another danish, please," she 
says. Then Miriam starts singing 
again. ‘ 

Suzanne and I Jook at each other. 
Suzanne rolls her eyes. I shrug. 
Miriam stops singing. "I hope 
you two can save your friendship," 
she says to us. Out of the blue. ° 
“It's such a shame when something 

special goes down the drain." 

Suzanne and I don't say anything. 
How did she know, I'm thinking. I 
Took at Suzanne. She's looking 
into her coffee cup. 

"It's all right," Miriam says. 
"I don't want to intrude but I 
know what I feel. I thought I 
could at least help." 

We still don't say anything. 

The waitress brings Miriam her 
danish. She ignores it and starts 
to talk. 

Miriam talks about her life 
and her children. Suzanne and I 
are listening. I feel calm. 
Miriam's voice is lulling away 
my tension. I don’t even know 
if I'11 remember what she's been 
saying. It's just her voice. 

Then Miriam starts to ask us 
questions. She asks us our 
feelings about a lot of things. 
She watches our eyes when we're 
talking. 

Miriam eats her danish. The 
same as before, in three bites. 
Then the three of us sit there in 
silence. 

A little boy walks into Cirel's 
and approaches our table. His 
clothes are dirty and too small. 
for him. 

"Mommy, will you come home 7" 
he says to Miriam. 

"All right, Richie. I'l] come 
home," Miriam says. 

Richie bursts into tears, 

Miriam puts him on her lap and 

me beer and forth. She's 
issing his hair and whis 

to him. Then she throws a 


duffel bag over her shoulder, 
takes Richie's hand, and leaves 
Cirel's. She smiles and nods her 
head at us as she opens the door 
to leave. 

Suzanne and [ sit there, speech- 
less. 

"It's getting late," I finally 
say. "I think we should go." 

I motion for the waitress to 
bring our check. I realize that 
Miriam didn't pay for her coffee 
and her two cinnamon danish. The 
waitress brings the check and 
Miriam's food is on it. 

"Miriam left without paying," 

I say to Suzanne. 

"It doesn't matter," she says. 
"I'l] pay for hers." 

"No, I'l] take care of the 
whole thing. I! have some money 


‘this week.” 


I leave enough money to pay the 
check and a tip. We put on our 
coats and leave Cirel's. 


He get outside and realize 
BS re going different ways, 
uzanne and I hug, and kj 
malas on the lips. ber eas? 
m glad we got toge 3 
say. "I11 call you cee : 
Maybe we can have dinner to- 
gether sometime next week,” 
Suzanne says, ‘ 


"That would be good," I say 
Ill, 


I'm looking ever h 
. ses 
I check into Cirel’s avery can em 
oe if she's there, | check th i 
Leno eae too. f walk down th 
rete near the Pool, hopin the 
a fae there a 
eeling d : 
a beatae ee lately, 
I finally fin 
aundromat, 
afternoon, 


of the dryer, 


little girl, her, and another 
tite age I gO up t 
idan Miriam," 1 sae mee 
ing for you," = ve been 


cont. on pe. 14 


Arco Iris: Woman of Color Land 


Arco Iris (Rainbow) is a survival 
community for women of color and 
their children located in the Ozark 
Mountains in Arkansas. We are a 
coooerative community sharing in 
policy making, work projects, fin- 
ances, animal care and child rear- 
ing. We are a spiritual community 
seeking to cleanse and open ourselves 
to the guiding voices of our Mother 
Earth. We are a healing community, 
for we practice and encourage herbal 
and natural healings, organic farm- 
ing and natural cooking. We do not 
allow alcohol to be brought onto the 
land and do not permit drug abuse. 
This provides us and women who are 
recovering from these diseases with 
a healthy and supportive environment 
in which to heal ourselves. Our 
vision is to have a thriving, self- 
supporting, cooperative community 
where women and their children can 
grow strong and healthy with pride, 
purpose and vision towards a posi- 
tive future in a healing natural 
environment. Women who want to live 
here should share these goals and 
Our cooperative lifestyle. 

Arco Iris is the only women of 
color land with a clear deed in the 
names of women of color that we 
know of. A "clear deed" is impor- 
tant because this means there is no 
mortgage (no land payments) and no 
landlords. This allows for our self- 
determination and gives us a sense 
of security we need in order to 
build a strong foundation for our 
community. We do not consider our- 
selves owners but caretakers of the 
land and are pledged to protecting 
and preserving it in as much of a 
natural state as we can. We do not 
allow hunting, and we do not want 
power lines that would uproot our 
sister trees. 

There have been many women and 
children of all colors who have 
lived, worked and shared with us 
during the six years we've been 
here. In the past we "roughed 
it" more from living in tents to 
backpacking up our road. But now 
with persevengnce we have improved 
our facilities and we are in the 
process of starting a smal] herbal 
medicine distributton which we 
hope will grow into more of a 
Support for us. 

Since we have moved here we 
have learned and accomplished 
Many things. We have sewn and 
constructed a tipi, completed two 


eau cabins that were here, 

ed and fenced a large garden 
area, built a large chicken house 
and outdoor kitchen, done extensive 
work on our road, built a gate for 
security and designed and build a 
Spacious passive solar house. We 
have also bought a generator to run 
our power tools. This year we have 
applied for incorporation and non- 
profit status as a women and child- 
ren's survival camp. 

Since we came here six years ago, 
we have always relied on our own 
financial support. We've worked as 
“over the road" truck drivers, but 
for the past two years we earned a 
living caring for a grandmother 
that we brought here from a nursing 
home. She had been a total invalid 
until she died peacefully here this 
past September. Since then we have 
had difficulty meeting our finan- 
cial needs and have had to rely on 
food stamps (one woman gets welfare 
AFDC) to survive. We have earned 
some money cutting firewood. We 
can "survive" on this but our farm 
cannot. In the past we have had to 
leave the land at times to go and 
earn money in the city. With our 
growing farm we can no longer do 
this. Our budding herb business 
needs tending, we have a house and 
@ root cellar to complete, two gar- 
dens to put in, children and animals 
to care for. Leaving also opens 
our homes to theft and vandalism. 

At Arco-Iris we still do not have 
a year-round water supply. We haul 
our water three seasons of the year 
from a small spring that dries in 
the summer. The rest of the year 
we have always hauled water in 50 
gallon drums from a spring four miles 
down the mountain. This is a two- 
hour trip that is very hard on our 
old truck because we live three 
miles up a very rough and steep 
logging road. This road is only 
passable with four-wheel drive and 
we've had to do a lot of repairs on 
our truck because of this stress. 
Our truck is a necessity to us to 
get our supplies and to help dif- 
ferently abled women up and down 
the road. This is becoming more 

impractical now because of the 
worsening drought here in Arkdn- 
sas. (Last year Arkansas was de- 
clared a disaster area because of 
it.) This means we would have to 
haul water for more months or that 
the public spring could dry up. , 


Anticipating this problem two 
years ago we had a well drilled. 
Because we are so high, it had to 
be drilled 500 ft. to hit water. We 


have just completed paying the 


$2000.000 cost of this. We also 
had a pond put in to irrigate our 
gardens. 

Without electricity the only way 
to get the water up from a well as 
deep as ours is with a water pump- 
ing windmill]. This is clean, energy 
efficient, almost maintenance-free 
way of pumping the water. We have 
found the contractors and the cost 
will be $3900.00 to build and instal] 
the windmill] and water tank. This 
would pump us five gallons a minute 
and supply us close at hand with all 
the water we'd need for ourselves 
and watering our animals. (Vle have 
plans to raise goats and sheep). 
For the first time we can have run- 
ning water in our homes! We can 
have bath tubs and wash clothes! 
This would save us money on truck 
maintenance and laundering our clothes 
in town. We are very excited about 
this but we need your help to raise 
the money. We are appealing for sup- 
port in any amount at all] that you 
can give. We are inviting both large 
and small donations. Make checks 
payable to "Rainbow." 

This is more urgent now because 
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if we don't start getting the water 

up soon we run the risk of it stag- 
nating in the well. But if we start 
raising money now we can make arrange- 
ments for the work to be done as early 
as this summer when we will desper- 
ately need it. As it stands we are 
not sure how we will make it this sum- 
mer without the windmill. Whatever 
you can send will help_us provide a 
future for women of color land. 


We believe that what we are doing 
and striving towards is very impor- 
tant to the survival of the whole 
women's community and preservation 
of a part of our Mother Earth. We 
have committed all our energy and 
strength to the vision of woman of 
color's land, and hope that you will 
help us continue. 

Any funds that are raised in excess 
of the cost of the windmill will be 
used for major repairs needed for our 
farm truck, and marketing costs for 
our medicines, which will help support 
our community. They are not on the mar- 
ket yet because we need more funds for 
this. We will keep all donators informed 
on the fundraising and the progress of 
the building of our windmill. So 
be it! 


---Las Mujeres de Arco Iris, Arco Iris, 
Ponca, AR 72670 
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WomanSpirit Work 


workshops by and for women | 


| Fall 1984 


. 


NOVEMBER 10, 1984 
LEARNING THROUGH THE BODY 
Brook Stone & Suzanne Baxtresser 


DECEMBER I, 1964 
DEPRESSION & TRANSFORMATION 
Carol Drexler 


For (ree brochure, write to us at: 
051 S. East Street 
Amherst, Ma. 01002 
(413) 256-6159 


Lynx TOPAZ 


LYNN ZASHIN, M.D. 
and 


/ AMY JACOBSON, P.A.-C 
e&& Family Practice & 


33 RIDDELL STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 774-2738 
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STRUCTURAL ano SYSTEMIC THERAPY 
WITH INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES,FAMILES 


MARGARET KIERSTEIN 


| LICENSED CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER 


ORGANIZATIONAL 
CONSULTATION 


CLINICAL 
SUPERVISION 


Offices in Greenfield & Northampton 


SLIDING FEE SCALE = (413) 665-3716 | 
| ee 


cout TRADITIONAL 


ACUPUNCTURE 
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Early Childhood “Materials —s > 
a . 


Featuring many non-sexist and multi-cultural % ie. g 
toys. games. books. puzzles and records. i on 
2 »* 
30 Main St., Amherst Tp aed 
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 6, Thurs. til 8, 256-1609 hes 
I 


Susan Ritter 


attorney at law 


Complete Civil Practice Including 


Divorces © Adoptions © Immigration 
Real Estate (buying or selling) 
Bankruptcy @ Small Business Matters 


160 Main.&t, Northampton, MA * 413/586-2904 


Dr. Joan Schneider 


Shelly Gardner 


Sales Woman 


HAMPSHIRE LINCCLN-MERCURY, INC. 
HAMPSHIRE TOYOTA CO. 

280 King Street 

Northampton, Mass. 01060 

Bus. Phones: 584-6207 - 536-4783 


MARQUIS 
Capri 


Lincoln 


t 


Continental 
MARK VII 
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«A five thousand yeur-old system that 
considers physical, emotional and social 
aspects of health and illness. 

«To learn more, feel welcome to cull: 


MARGIE KOLCHIN, 
RAC. 


16 Center Street, Suite 223 
NORTHAMPTON 586-8146 


16 CENTER ST. 
SUITE 223 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 


Chiropractic Physician 


BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
413-586-8146 


In Search of 
Lesbian Theater 


"As Lesbians, we make up our lives 


as we go along. We have no script, 
and we probably wouldn't follow one 
anyway!" Speaking passionately and 
directly, Harriet Ellenberger ad- 
dressed an audience at Smith Col- 
lege on October 18. Her topic was 
"In Search of Lesbian Theater” and 
she sought to get the audience to 
think about the congruences between 
Lesbianism and theater. 

She catagorized Lesbian theater 
into three movements: 1) inacting 
which she defined as preparing to 
do what you're aiming for. You 
suspend time and distance between 
people. The thing that happens 
is magic between the actors and 
the audience. The congruence, she 
said, is found in Lesbian lives 
when they conspire and transform 
their lives. 2) freeing--dividing 
a chaotic process into movements. 
You begin with theater with the 
assumption that you're not free, 
that your body isn't freed and that 
you're basically damaged goods. 
Freeing up is a creative process 
which requires some stamina and 
flexibility. Movement, voice, 
imagination combine to teach a 
woman to really take up space and 
shed culturally-learned feminine 
roles and responses--to not always 
act as a victim. 3) shaping: There 
is no need in Lesbian theater, she 
said, to seduce an audience into 
looking into its life. None of that 
is necessary for lesbians as it is 
in conventional theater. Lesbian 
art of any kind is a matter of self- 
preservation. It empowers us to see 


each other on stage, she said. Shape 


the conditions to speak the word 
of Lesbian lives which come out of 
the interiors of Lesbian lives. 
Create a safe space in which to do 
thac. Putting yourself out there 
is a precess toward creating a 
Lesbian Politic. TAKE EVERYTHING 
BACK!!! 

Lesbian theater is needed she 
said, “hecause we need to see our- 


selves and we need to see the people 
who stalk and attack us on the street." 


Ellenberger's talk was the fifth 


by Ila O'Brien 


in a series sponsored by Trivia, 
a journal of ideas, and by the 
Smith College Women's Resource 
Center. Her article, ‘The Dream 
is the Bridge: In Search of 
Lesbian Theater" is in the 5th 
and current edition of Trivia 
which is for sale in area book- 
stores and by subscription. 
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“Handy Dandy, 


A Comedy But... 


by Linda Karell 


Handy Dandy was a . 
presented as a staged reading on 
Friday, Oct 13 at the Unitarian 
Church in Northampton. A new 
Play by noted playwright William 
Gibson, whose other works include 
The Miracle Worker, Handy Dandy 
Een was shecenced Pantie 
Western Massachusetts American 
Friends Service Committee, the 
Peace Action Committee of the 
Unitarian Society of Northampton 
and Present Stage Theatre,. The 
Oct 13 reading, and another read- 
ing Sunday, Oct.14, was a benefit 
performance for the Western MA 
American Friends Service 
Committee and the Nuclear Weapons 
Freeze Campaign. All labor was 
donated, 

The action of the play centered 
around the relationship which 
develops between Molly Egan, a 
72 year old nun who longs “to 
change the world" and Henry 
Pulanski, the District Court 
judge who is committed to law, 
order and unflinching logicality. 
Molly has been found guilty of 
trespassing while protesting the 
Production of nuclear weapons at a 
plant in Massachusetts. Pulanski, 
as judge, must disregard Molly's 


plea to understand the reasons 

for her protest, and sentences her 
to her 3rd prison term arising 
from her humanitarian beliefs and 
political actions. 

Out of this perhaps too predict- 
able setting, a relationship 
develops which is affectionate, 
tender and warm. Through knowing 
Henry, Molly clashes headlong into 
the American judical system and 
takes us, the audience, with her 
as she exposes many of its injust- 
ices...always with compassion, wit 


and the strength which comes from 
faith in love and in humankind. 


something Comes Along, 
A Personal Review 


by Kristan Aspen 


Naomi Littlebear Morena is always 
on the artistic cutting edge with 
her compositions, no matter what 
style she performs. Since the first 
time I heard her in concert (9th 
Street Exit Coffeehouse) in Noven- 
ber, 1973, I have been drawn to the 
honesty, the vulnerabitity and the 
visions Naomi offers through her 
music. And in whatever genre it 
is, there are fresh and subtle 
eclectic touches that contribute 
an element of unexpectedness to it. 

"Something Comes Along," Morena's 
brand new second album (available 
in cassettes only) hit the streets 
August 4, 1984, just before her 
take-off on a performance tour 
of Great Britain. "Quiet Thun- 
der," an Ip album on vinyl, which 
features Naomi in the Izquierda 
Ensemble, was released in 1979. 

Produced by Morena and engin- 
eered in a small Portland studio, 
"Something Comes Along" is the 
result of several years of mus- 
ical gestation and months of hard 
work by at least seven local mu- 
sicians who contributed to the 
project. One of the exciting 
and unexpected aspects of this 
tape is the chameleon-like changes 

it goes through, from pure vocal 
a capella to fully electric rhy- 
thm section with lead guitar and 
special effects. 

Several cuts stand out in my 
mind, although each has its place 
in the sequence of the whole. 
The title song is our introduction 
to Naomi as a soloist, and gives 
a hint of the psychic/emotional 
state from which she wrote it. 
This is pure ‘80's music ae 
by a seasoned musician who Ree 
been influenced by two recogn’ 

F ds of the last 
able major pop tren writer 
20 years: the singer/song 

'70s who was con- 
of the early ‘cal /eno- 
cerned with psychologica Col- 
tional issues (i-@.+ Judy 


lins or Neil Young), and the 
next generation of adrenal in- 
based "new wave" rock musicians 
(especially the British groups) 
who deal with external reality 


by reacting with explicit rage and. 
pain. This tape has sharp edges and 
out-front messages. No lyrical lav- 
ender love-fest here. 

The intensity and pain of "Some- 
thing Comes Along" is expanded and 
reflected upon later in "Alienation, 
a raw and blistering expose that 
could easily be a runaway hit. To 
cool us out Morena ends the first 
side with an a capella rendition 
of the chorus to "Like a Mountain,” 
her anthem that has gained wide rec- 
ognition in Europe among the peace 
and women's movements. She seems 
to say, "There is an alternative to 
alienation. We have to create it 
together. Let's start here." 

Side two opens with "Million-Eyed 
Woman," a gentle, earth-loving song 
Naomi wrote in 1974 about a dream/ 
vision she had during a trip to 
Mexico. The rest of the second side 


builds on the idea of getting in 
touch with our roots and speaking 
out about the violence in women's 
lives. The album closes with a 
healing ballad called "Carry the 
Truth.” Ktera O'Hara's wonderful 
piano arrangement stands out on 
"Carry the Truth" not only because 
it is the first piano heard on the 
album, but because it is so exquis- 
itely performed that you feel the 
river pulling you along. 

Other musical credits go to Casy 
Lee for a solid bottom end, Deb 
Seaburg for acoustic rhythm tracks, 
Leslie LeBret for tasteful drumming 


and vocals, Pattie Ladd and deForest 


Walker for backup vocals, and Izeta 
Smith for sharing lead vocals with 
Naomi. There are other wonderful 
surprises on the cassettes, but 

I'll leave them for you to discover. 


"Something Comes Along" is avail- 
able by mail from Naomi Morena, 
3737 SE Salmon, Portland, OR, 
97214, Please send $8 per tape, 
and make checks payable to Naomi 
Morena. 


CADW 


Henry, as he grows to a deeper 
understanding of Molly, is able 
to let go of his anger and logi- 
cality in exchange for gut-level 
feeling and vulnerability, if 
only for moments. From this tug- 
of-war between the laws we live: 
under and the love of humanity 
that transcends those laws, 
emerge some profound and painful 
insights into our society. The 
play offers few surprises in its 
plot, but it nonetheless engages 
both the heart and the mind . 
Dorothy A. Johnson, as Molly, 
was warm and sensitive in a role 
which demanded the actress convey 
as much in her silence as in her 
speech. As Henry Pulanski, John 
Hunt was credible and moving in 
his interpretation of a man who 
has lost touch with his feelings, 
his family and finally himself. 
Both Ms, Johnson and Mr. Hunt 
brought much personal energy to 
their roles, and the result was 
a portrait of two people who grow 
in understanding and awareness 
through their connection with one 
another. 


FILM 


The Women's Leadership Project is 
sponsoring the third Women's Film 
Testival this semester. Tne Festi- 
yal celebrates women's strength and 
jiversity through international 
7ilms by and about women. 

Admission to the series is free 
tq all, and all films will be shown 
it the Campus Center at UMass. 

Tuesday, November 20: 

"Born in Flames" at 7 & Lipm 
“Regrouping” at 9pm 


Tuesday, December 11: 
“Mardanne & Juliane" at I & 9pm 


CHECK 
OUT 


YOUR 
CHANCE 


TO. WIN 
30 


ree neat age 
food 


VWV Page 13 


POETRY 


Las Mariposas 


Las mariposas inflame the house. 

The trees too are full of them 

raining her name in a hundred 

weightless splits in the wind. The house 
is red and shadowed with soft wings. 

I am lip-reading the open-close 

of its fragile flights towards the moon 
who grows an ancient face behind a cloud. 


Is this house hers? 

Its siding makes a shadow like stairs 
on the sand. Boats in the harbor 
pull in and out as though on strings 
over the horizon. The rim 

of that jar is brimming too: 

I could spill out 

and never save myself. 


The sky and the water wing over 

the house and catch it. A snail shell 
nestles in cloth. The foundation settles. 
This windy house is full of sea. 


I climb to the edge. 

The house is alive, pregnant 

with the quiet expansions of colored moths. 
Kites are dancing in all quarters. 


A box-kite flies in a whitish wind 
above the double Language of water. 


When it rains the moon and the sea 
exchange a thousand words. 


An Evening in Late November 


I will be all right 

if it does not snow. 

I will pull a green shawl 
over my head 

against the cold 

and wait in the darkness 
while the white moon 

and the metal stars 
circle. 


If it does not snow by morning 
I will drop the shawl 

around my shoulders, 

walk out where the winds 

fan the branches of pine 

and accept their harvest 

of needles 

with open hands. 


Mary Lewis 


Your Aunt's Sofabed 


Fog slid in between those two 
Hills that you knew by name. 
Rain was coming, the beer was gone 
The overhang wasn't long enough 
For protection. You said 
You had a dream about me 
Slipping, falling off a cliff 

x And you couldn't help. 


It really did look like smoke 

Filling the valley, changing the realm 
With soft grey light. 
It was cold and I held you 

Until we heard voices nearby 

Somewhere echoing below. 


We slept facing each other. 

Not touching, on your aunt's sofabed 
Afraid of the quiet 

‘ Afraid of every slight noise. 

You broke that silence and said 

, That I didn't fall very far. 


I watched the firelight 
On the ceiling and dreamt 
Of sometime next year. 


Linda Wheeler 


VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE 
ANNOUNCES ITS 
1984 POETRY CONTEST 


PRIZES: $50, $25, and 3 one-year subscriptions 
DEADLINE: December 21, 1984 (in honor of winter solstic 
WINNERS: Published in our February 1985 issue 

_ FEE: | $1.00 per poem, 5 poem limit, 40 line maximu 
NOTE: DO NOT put your name and address on poems. 


Enclose on a separate sheet: 


name and address 
social security number 
poem titles 


We must have your social security number 
in order to award prizes. 


EACH ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE: 
1. 1-5 previously unpublished poems 


2. $1.00 entry fee per poem, payable 
to the Valley Women's Voice 


3. Name, address, social security number, 
and poem titles on a separate sheet. 


4. Self-addressed, stamped envelope for 
return of your poems. We 
SEND ENTRIES TO: POETRY CONTEST 
VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE 
c/o EVERYWOMAN'S CENTER 
WILDER HALL - UMASS 
AMHERST, MA 01003 


GOOD LUCK! 


oy ee ns 


a 
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Bottomless Cup, The Reality Gap, 
cont. cont. 


cont. from pg. 5 


Feminism: Schlafly and Smeal Square Off 


oe 


2, fi 6 
Lewisburg, PA: Phyllis Schlafly cont om DB 10 


and Eleanor Smeal, who led opposite 
sides of the Equal Rights Amendment 
battle, met in an animated debate 
in which Mrs. Schlafly charged that 
the feminist movement is plagued by 
“lesbianism and bitterness." 
Feminism appears to be “a dirty 
word" on college campuses, said Mrs. 
Schlafly, who led the ten-year ef- The women said they had debated 
fort to defeat the ERA. three or four times, but had noe done 
"Among the young women the reason so in several years. No winner was 
they are turned off by it is the declared in the debate. 
lesbianism and the bitterness," she 
said, adding, "I think the movement 
is hopelessly infected with those 


qualicies.” Rhea 
Mrs. Smeal, former president of AFTER E.R.A. 2 


On abortion, Mrs. Schlafly gave a 
gruesome dascription of a fetus’ limbs 
being severed and said she could ne- 
ver support a movement that permitted 
“destroying babies." 

Mrs. Smeal said women must not be 
robbed of the choice of abortion, and 
said that mose abortions veecur in the 
first three months of prexnancy. 


"Hi Brenda," she says. 

"Do you think we could go have 
coffee sometime? And talk?" 

"Brenda, I don't want to be 
your friend," she says. She isn't 
looking at me. She's looking in- 


to the dryer. She's reaching in ADS 

and feeling around for socks or 

underwear she might have missed. Off My Body 
"IT don't understand," I say. 


"IT don't have anything to give 
you," Miriam says. Her voice is 
flat and dull. 

I leave the laundromat. 


1. Realistic portrayals are in 


I go directly home. I live the interest of advertisers. Tra- 


the National Organization for Women, OUR SOCIAL alone in a small apartment. I Se por adals sieore! pee 
_ and Mrs. Schlafly met on October 4 AGENDA [S: fowtis like living alone. There's no eee pe ee lh Eee ite anne 
before an audience of 1,700 students NO ABORTION, over need to compromise with people. tech Aaa seen abc aas 
ae NO SEX EDUCATION +HE I'm hurt by what Miriam said. 2. Traditional Hare auRts exacer~ 
The topic of their debate was, NO GAY RIGHTS, RA But I don't understand it. What bate sal conflict sooeeda femine 
"The Feminist Movement: A Threat to SCHOOL PRAYER did she think I wanted from her? 3 a ages Hoang t groups: real- 
Family Tradition?” The women's 15- AND I sit in the corner of my room Bee oe 1 1 lo ie ie 
minute presentations and 7-minute NUCLEAR that I use as a studio. My work sttc portrayals allow advertisers 


is scattered about. Undefined to avoid being a target for public 


shapes floating unconnected on criticism. 
the canvas. I'm not happy with 3. Portrayals of men and women 


rebuttals touched on child care, abor- BUILD UP! 
tion, and the upcoming presidential 
election. 


my work in magazine advertisements would be 

After Mrs. Schlafly asserted that x more realistic if they portrayed 
feminism is losing popularity, Mrs. I take a piece of stretch more women over 30 and over 40, if 
Smeal said the movement was still paper and rip it around the they showed more women on the job, 
fighting for "fair play, equality and edges. I paint the paper red if they pictured more males using 
justice." and make an orange and yellow oval products to do housework and enhance 

The sharpest exchange was touched on the left side. I make another their appearance, if they portrayed 
off during a question-and-answer ses- oval on the right side. I keep more men and women in occupations 
sion after the debate. adding to them and making the in which the other sex is predomin- j 

Asked by a member of the audience paint thicker. The ovals become ant, and if they presented more wo- 
why she had not believed in sharing bigger and bigger. Finally, they men using products other than fa- 
her family's financial burdens, Mrs. connect. shion and cosmetics. 

Schlafly said she stayed home with I feel a thrill] at what's 

her children because "'The most ef fi- happened. When the ovals con- To date advertisers have deviated 

cient way to handle it is a diviséon nected, I connected with them. from our recommendation of realistic 
of labor between the breadwinner and But I'm not myself. I'm not sex role portrayals. They are still 
the homemaker." anyone or anything. This presenting traditional portrayals. 

Buc she charged that feminism breaks feeling only lasts an instant. Far from being futuristic, adver- 
bpgsuchmagcanyementosbyepulcing za I find my beanbag chair, collapse tisements were not realistic enough 
Bete cee OF, her gen: Eas into it, and take a deep breath. to keep pace with the sex role 
nee Sh f : . I lie in my beanbag chair, change that occurred between 1960 | 

While it is crue and admirable thinking. I get up and go to the and 1979, Perhaps advertisers will 
that my opponent here tonight is Phone. I dial Suzanne's number. decide that it is responsible and 
sill with her family, [| gauld have The line is busy. I wait a while strategic to tell a more realistic 
to say that is not true of most femin- and then try again. The line's story of men's and women's changing 
ists," she said to a chorus of boos. H 


still busy. I keep trying. roles in the 1980's. 


SUBSCRIBE To 
ie ' ee THE VWy Tobay| 
Feminist therapists, serving individual 


women and lesbian couples. | 
Eclectic. Sliding Scale. Insurance accepted. 


21 Valley View Dr., Amherst, 256-8397 | 


PLEASANT JOURNEY 
| The Alternative in the Valley 


The Best Selection 
of Toyotas Around 


adventura 


The Travel Professionals 


549-1256 
airlines 
fotels’ 


Comer of Pleasant and Conz St. 


Northampton, Ma. 
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your family? 


Thinking about coming out to 

A ten-week 

group for lesbians who ee 
thinking about or are in the 
process of coming out to their 
families. The group will begin 
in mid-November, and will be held 
On Wednesday evenings. It will 
be facilitated by Jean Esther and 
Susan Mailier of Franklin County 
Mental Health Center. For more 


information, call 549-02 
774-4313, pitas 


Ok 


A one-day conference on sexual 
harassment in postsecondary 
education will be held on November 
14 at the University of Massachu- 
Setts, Boston, and again on Nov. 16 
at Clark University, Worcester. 
This conference is free and will 
include a panel presentation 
entitled “Awareness, Perspectives, 
and Implications", There will also 
be three workshop presentations 
covering such topics as legal issues, 
strategies for combating sexual 
harassment, and creating a more 
positive learning and working 
environment. For additional 
information, please call (617) 
929-7075 or (617) 793-7183. 


AL aE 


Womonfyre Books Sixth 
Anniversary Celebration! On 
Nov 20 & 21, Womonfyre Books 
will be having a special sale. 
Buy any book and get the second 
one at half off (higher price 
prevails). Refreshments served. 
22 Center St., Northampton. 


KKKKKKK 


The 16th Annual Venceremos 
Brigade: The Venceremos Brigade 
has the longest his/herstory of 
any educational project in 
solidarity with the Cuban Revo- 
lution. For 16 years the Brigade 
has sent 15 cantingents--over 
5,000 people-- to Cuba. Whether 
you've made the trip before, or 
have just been curious and never 
applied, come join the Brigade for 
three weeks in the Spring of 1985. 
Join people from across the U.S. in 
working alongside Cubans in Citrus 
orchards or on construction pro- 
jects. For more information on 
the upcoming contingent, contact 
us by November 12, 1984.at P.O. 

Box 539, No. Amherst, MA 01059 or 
call 586-7863, 586-7615 or 549-4593. 


KKKKKKK 


"Not In Our Name": Come to an 
Open meeting to discuss and plan 
for a national women's resistance 
action in New York City. on Nov. 18 
and 19 (formerly planned for Wash- 
ington, DC). The meeting will be 
held at Hillyer Hall, Rm. 116, 
Smith College, Northampton, from 
7:15 to 9:30 on Tues., Nov. 6 & 13. 
Wheelchair accessible. All women 
are welcome to participate in 
creating this feminist action 
which will draw together the many 
things not done in our name, 
including violence against 
women, Third World interven- 
tion, and racism. For more info., 
call: Karen Schweitzer (Montague) 
at 367-2649 or Barbara Kellum 
(Northampton) at 584-2853. 


KKKKKKK 


The Crossing Press: Publishers 
of books, calendars and postcards. 
1985 Crossing Press Calendars now | 
available. Wall size: “Heroines 
featuring, among others, Coretta 
Scote King and Helen Caldicott, 
and "The Strength of Women" with 
pictures celebrating the diversity 
and strength of women. Also avail~- 
able are the smaller size calen- 
dars: The Women Writers Calendar 
and Singing the Blues. To order, 
write to The Crossing Press, P.O. 
Box 640, Main St., Trumansburg, 

NY 14886, 


KKKKKKK 


The Equity Institute or wmerst 
has an internship position open. 
College credit is available. 

We also welcome community 
volunteers. Call 256-6902 for 
further information, 


The fifth annual Women and 
Business Conference is being 
held on Saturday, November, 3, 
at Holyoke Community College. 
The day-long event features 
22 workshops on such topics 
as business planning, finan- 
cial statements, communica- 
tions styles, public relations, 
starting a consulting business, 
balancing family and work, 
computer software, motivating 
employees, time management and 
Many more. Cost of the confer- 
ence is $45, which includes 
registration, coffee and pastry, 
two workshops, luncheon and a 
post-conference wine and cheese 
reception. For more information 
or to place your name on the Women 
and Business Conference mailing 
list, call Luahn Schofield at 
545-0312. 


RKKKKKEK: 


MASKS, MYTHS and MARMALADE - a 
conference to explore the creative 
process in women - will take place 
on the West Virginia University 
campus in Morgantown, WV on Nov. 
7-10. Offering expressions of 
women's creativity in the visual 
arts, theatre, dance, music, film, 
literature, folk arts and the home 
arts, the conference aims to 
stimulate and encourage creativity 
among women of all ages and 
experiences. A registration fee 
of $20 will cover participation in 
all conference events. For a copy 
of the program or additional info. 
contact Carrie Koeturius, WVU 
Conference Center, 67 Towers, 
Morgar*own, WV 26506 or call 
(304°: :93-4892. : 


WERK II, 


National Survey: Who are the 
"old" women in the lesbian commun- 
ity? What are the life experiences, 
Strengths and the needs of a group 
of lesbians 60 plus? Lesbians over 
60 are needed to answer an anony- 
mous questionaire. If you qualify, 
or know someone who does, please 
drop a note to: Dr. Monika Kehoe 
and/or Sherly Godgerg, Ceres, 
Psych. Building, Room 502, San 
Francisco, CA 94132. 


KEKKKKK 


The 3rd National Women in Print 
Conference will take place riay 29- 
June 1, 1985 in San Francisco. 

The conference is open to.all 
feminist women now working in the 
print trades, including editors, 
publishers, printers, librarians, 
booksellers, reviewers, agents, 
women in marketing and distribution 
and self-publishers. Any ideas 

you can contribute (What work- 
shops are you interested in 
attending? Facititating? Special 
needs for childcare, ete 9 Donations 
will be gratefully accepted. 

Please mail all correspondence to: 
Women in Print, P.0. Box 3184, 
Oakland, CA 94609 


KKKKKKkKK 


Uniearning Racism workshop to be 
held on Tuesday evenings 7 - 9:30 
beginning October 30, People are 
welcome to join up to the second 
class (Nov. 6). Contact Joan 
Lester at the Equity Institute in 
Amherst at 256-6902 for more info. 


KAKKKKKK 


Lesbians Choosing Motherhood: 
A Legal, Medical, Social, and 
Economic Look at Parenthood 
Through Donor Insemination. A 
conference for parents, prospect- 
ive parents, and practitioners to 
share information and resources. 
Saturday, Nov 17, 1984. 9 am - 
4:30 pm, $10 - $60 sliding scale 
registration. To be held at 
566 LaGuardia Place, New York 
University at Leob Student Center. 
For information, call 212-944-9488. 
Registration deadline is Nov 12. 

KKKKKKK: 


Women Outdoors: Autumn Plum 
Island Trip. On Nov 3 we will 
leave Northampton at 6 am for a 
day of birding, hiking & exploring 
at Parker River Wildlife Reserve, 
Wear warm clothes, bring binoculars, 
hot drinks and lunch. Limit 12. 
Call for reservations at 586-9553, 


The Displaced Homemaker Program 
of Hampshire County serves sepa- 
rated, divorced or widowed women 
over 35 who need to enter the 
labor market. Services provided 
include individual career counsel- 
jing sessions and workshops in 
topics such as confidence build- 
ing, interest and skills assessment, 
resume writing and interviewing. 
There is a very small fee for 
participation in the program. For 
additional information, call 
584-9111. 

WI AKKKK 


LEZ PRESS: a new women's pub- 
lishing house formed in Portland, 
OR, by two lesbians is actively 
seeking submissions. LEZ PRESS 
will publish quality work of inter- 
est to lesbians, as well as femin- 
ist and gay-oriented material, 
which because of its nature is not 
generally considered by major pub- 
lishing houses. Short stories, 
novels, nonfictions and all 
suitable for printed publication 
is accepted. No poetry, please. 
Submit double-spaced, typed 
manuscripts. Submissions will 
be returned only if accompanied by 
a SASE. LEZ PRESS, P.0. Box 4387, 
Portland, OR 97208. 


KAKA IKK 


Democrats Open Headquarters. - 
Northampton's Democratic Party 
headquarters were opened Thurs, 


‘Oct 11, in the Rahar's bldg. on 


Old South Street. The Democratic 
headquarters will be open from 

9 am to 9 pm Mondays through 
Thursdays, 9 am to 5 pm Fridays 
and Saturdays and 1 pm to 9 pm 

on Sundays. 


wk thik 


The Role of Older Women in 
Family Health Care: A day-long 
conference for health care prof- 
essionals will be held Nov 2 at 
UMass Campus Center. Speakers 
include Rep. Silvio Conte, 
Chancellor Joseph Duffey 
and others. Call UMass Division 
of Continuing Education for info. 
and/or registration. 


KKKKKKK 


The Smith College Theatre Dept. 
has scheduled 3 performances of 
MUSICAL CHAIRS by Barry Berg, Ken 
Donnelly and Tom Savage, and ; 
directed by Karen Jacobsen, with 
music and lyrics by Tom Savage, 
at 8:00 p.m. on Nov. 1, 2 & 3 
in Hallie Flanagan Studio Theatre, 
Smith College. For further infor- 
mation, cal] 584-2700, ext. 3222. 


RKKKKKK 


First National Lesbian Health 
Care Survey: to begin to under- 
stand and identify our special 
health care needs. Surveys avail- 
able in the Resource Room at the 
Everywoman's Center, Wilder, Hall 
on UMass campus. All surveys need 
to be returned by Nov- 30. 


 KKKKKKK 


TRIVIA, the feminist literary jour~ 
nal based in N. Amherst, needs help 
with proof-reading, copy~editing, 
lay-out and paste-up. Even if you 
have none of these skills, we can 
use assistance with bulk mailings 
and office work. If interested, 
please write to TRIVIA, P.O. Box 
606, N. Amherst, MA 01059, or call 
367-2254. 


KKK HK 


Calypso Bovealis: Poetry and Fic- 
tion Reading. Featuring: Gail Tho- 
mas, Leslea Newman, Aya, Janet Aalfs 
and Pat Crutchfield. Sunday, Nov. 18 
from 2 - 4pm at the Beyond Words 
Bookstore Conference Room in Thornes 
Marketplace, N'ton. All women wel~ 
come, $1.00 donation. 


KKKKKIK 


Letting Go: a group is forming 
for people to come to terms with 
ending of a relationship, while 
strengthening a positive self in- 
age as a single person, Contact 
Cynthia Hartdegen, MSW, LIcsw by 
calling 413-562-2626. 


Necessities/Necesidades es una 
organizacion por y para mujeres. Lo 
que ofrecemos: linea telefonica de 
24 horas, refugio de emergencia, 
hogares seguros de emergencia, abo- 
gacia legal y de welfare, grupo de 
apoyo mutuo, y consejeria de apoyo 
mutuo. Linea telefonica de 24 
horas llame: 586-5066. 


Necessities/Necessidades is an 
organization by and for women. What 
we offer: 24 hour hotline, emergen- 
cy shelter, emergency safehomes, 
legal and welfare advocacy, support 
group and peer-support counseling. 
Hotline cali: 586-5066. 


KKK KKK 


The Family in Crisis: Problems 
and Solutions. On Nov 7a Present- 
ation at Cooley Dickinson Hospital 
in Northampton, Conference Room A. 
Fee, no registration required. 

For more information, or any 
questions, call 584-4990, ext 2393, 


reeset. 


ISO's Bisexual Support Group will 
meet on Thursday Nov 8 at 7:30pm. 
For directions, call the VWV at 
413-545-2436, leaving your name, 
number, and best time for a return 
call. Or send your SASE to ISO, c/o 
VWV, c/o Everywoman's Center, Wild- 
er Hall-UMass, Amherst 01003 if you 
prefer to be reached by mail. We 
are an informal group of women who 
do not feel we belong in a collegi- 
ate bisexual group for any of a 
number of reasons. We are not a 
clinically oriented “therapy group." 
Our group goals are still evolving, 
and we are open to new members. 

MA MM MA I 


Venceremos Brigade celebrates its 
15th Anniversary with a Tertulia/ 
Coffee House on November 9 at 7:30 
pm at the New Africa House (Yvonne's 
Place) on UMass campus. Music, La- 
tin American folklore dancing, 
storytelling, and reading of women's 
poetry. $2.50 donation at the door, 
refreshments, and recorded music to 
end the night with dancing. Join us! 


ML 


The Family Planning Council 
of Western Massachusetts is now 
selling 1985 Woman's Health 
Calendars. They are available 
through FPCWM for $6.00 each. 
Call 586-2016 or stop by their 
office at 16 Center St., 
Northampton for more information. 


Everywoman’s 
Center 


The Women's Admissions and 
General Educational Support 
(WAGES) Program at Everywoman's 
Center is offeriny a Support 
Group for Undergraduate Re-Entry 
Women beginning very soon. I[n 
addition, a Support Graup for 
“Graduate Women will beyin on 

Sun., Nov 4 and will meet weekly 
trom 7-9 pm. Vor wore informacion 
or to register, please contact the 
WAGES Program, or EWC at 545-0883, 


The Women's Admissions and 
General Educational Support (WAGES) 
Program at Everywoman's Center has 
a new component called Graduate 
WAGES, This program addresses 
the specific needs of graduate 
women through support groups, work- 
shops, speakers, social events, 
resources and advocacy. Support 
groups are now forming. As part 
of its programming, Graduate WAGES 
Will be sponsoring a series of 
Brown-bag lunches, which will run 
until December 12, 1984. The 
informal lunches will be held every 
Wednesday from noon until 2 p.m. 
in the Campus Center room 805-809. 
For more information about any 
Graduate WAGES program, contact 
Diane Goodman at EWC by calling 
545-0883. 


eNOV 5 


Working Women's Program: 
Career Development Skills Group. 
Meets Mondavs for four weeks. 
Everywoman's Center at 545-0883 
for more information. 


2 NOV 6 


VOTE IN THE NATTONAL ELECTION!! 


Unlearning Racism Workshop. 
7-9:30 pm. Contact Joan Lester 
at 256-6902 and see announcements 
for more information. 


Open meeting to discuss the 
planned "Not In Our Name" national 
women's resistance action in New 
York on Nov. 18 & 19. Meetings 


Tuesday Nov. 6, and Tuesday Nov. 13. 
Hillver Hall, Rm. 16, Smith College 
For more infor- 


NOV 1 


from 7:15-9:30 pm. 

mation, call 367-2649 or 584-2853. 
"Elizabeth Cady Stanton And 

Susan B. Anthony: A Photographic - 

Iconography” exhibit on display at 

the Special Collections and Rare 

Books Reading Room, Tower Library, 

25th Floor, UMass. Open M-F 8:30- 

12:00 am, 1:00-5:00 pm now through 

November 2. 


eNOV 7 


The Family In Crisis: Problems 
and Solutions. A presentation to 
be held at Cooley Dickinson Hos- 
pital in Northampton, Conference 
Room A. Fee, no registration 
required. Call 584-4090, ext. 
2393 with any questions. 

*Nov 1-3 Graduate WAGES Brown Bag Lunch 
today, and successive Wednesdays 
through 12/12, in Campus Center 
Room 805-809, UMass. For more 
information, contact Diane 
Goodman at EWC by calling 
545-0883 and see announcements. 


Moliere's "The School for Wives” 
will be presented at Smith College 
in Theatre 14 ac 8:00 pm by Smith 
College Theatre Dept. Admission 
is $4.00. Student and Senior: 
$2.00. For reservations, call 
584-3023. : 

MUSICAL CHAIRS, a musical * NOV 7-11 
comedy by Barry Berg, Ken 


Donnelly & Tom Savage will be MASKS, MYTHS and MARMALADE 


* NOV 16 


Sexual Harassment in Postsecond~ 
ary Education: a one-day conference 


Call to be held at Clark University in 


Worcester. Call 617-793-7183 for 
more information, 


® NOV 17 


Lesbians Choosing Motherhood: 
A Legal, Medical, Social & Economic 
Look at Parenthood Through Donor 
Insemination. 9 am - 4:30 pm. 
$10-$60 sliding scale. To be held 
at 566 LaGuardia Place, New York 
University at Loeb Student Center. 
For information, call 212-944-9488 
and see announcements. 


New World Theatre presents 
"Life in the Fast Lane" at 8 pm 
in Bowker Auditorium on UMass 
Campus. 


Women's Dance in NYC! 9 pm — 
1 am at the Lesbian and Gay Comn- 
unity Services Center, 208 West 
13th St. (West of 7th Ave.) $10 
per person includes 2 drinks. Send 
a SASE and vour check pavable to 
Lambda Legal Defense and Education 
Fund to: Nancy Peters, LLDEF, Room 
510, 132 West 43 St., New York, NY 
10036. For last minute tickets, 
call 212-944-9488, 


eNOV 18 & 19 
Not In Our Name action in NYC. See 
LETTERS section of this paper for 
more information. 


eNOV 20 


Judy Polan in concert at the 
Iron Horse, Northampton. 8:30 pm. 
Donation. 


° NOV 24 


Judy Polan in concert at the 
Stained Glass Coffeehouse, Fed- 
erated Church, Chicopee, MA. 
8:00 pm. Donation. 


* NOV 29 & 30 


New World Theatre presents 
"Short Eyes" at 8 pm in the 
Hampden Theatre on UMass Campus. 


e NOV 30 


Deadline for returning First 
National Lesbian Health Care 
Survey. See announcments for 
more information. 


Se 
Looking Forward 
to December 


° DEC 1 


Womanspirit Works: Depression & 
Transformation, a day-long work- 
shop. $35.00. Call 256-6159 or 
367-9520 to register. 


New World Theatre presents 
“SHORT. EYES" on Dec. 1, 6, 7 and 
8 at 8:00 pm in the Hampden Theatre 
on UMass Campus. 


o DEC 4 


Getting Man Off Your Eyeball: 
Feminist Realism in Modern Fiction, 
by Lise Weil. Part of the Feminist 
Lecture Series, a benefit for 
TRIVIA, 7:30 pm, Neilson Library 
Browsing Room, Smith College. 
Donation: $3. 


° DEC 5 


presented Nov 1, 2 & 3 at 

8:00 in Hallie Flanagin Studio 
Theatre, Smith College. For 
further information, call 584- 


conference is being held on the 
West Virginia University campus 
at Morgantown, WV. For a copy of 
the program, or additional info., 


eNOV 20 & 21 


Suicide: Recognizing the Risk 
and What You Can Do To Help. A 


contact Carrie Koeturius, 67 Tower 
Morgantown, WV 26506 or call 
304-293-4892. Also see announce- 


2700, ext. 3222. 


Nov 2 ments. 
"The Role of Older Women In 

Family Health Care", a day-long 

conference featuring First * Nov 10 


Congressional District Repre- 
sentative Silvio Conte. Campus 
Center, UMass. $42 registration 
fee. Contact Erika Neumann at 
545-0312 for further information. 


Womanspirit Works: Learning 
Through the Body, a day-long 
workshop. $35.00. Call 256-6159 
or 367-9520 to register. 


Nov 3 
e NOV 10 & 11 


Non-violence Training for Not In 
Our Name. Call 586-8910 for more 


The fifth annual Women and 
Business Conference is being held 
at Holyoke Community College. 


informacion. 
Registration fee is $45. For : 
further information, call Luahn 
Schofield at 545-0312 and see 
announcements. Nov I 1 


Panel Discussion: Women and Re- 
sistance, at 7:30pm in First Congre- 
gational Church in Amherst. Women on 
panel will share diverse histories 
of personal resistance followed by 
audience participation. 


Women Outdoors: Autumn Plum 
Island Trip. Leave Northampton at 
6 am for a day of birding, hiking 
and exploring at Parker River Wild- 
life Reserve. Call 586-9553 for 
reservations and see announcements 
for further information. 


E enov 12 
Benefit Concert for Not In Our a 


Name at 8pm in Herter Hall. Ruth 
Pelham and Catherine D'Amato. Slid- 
ing scale: $5 - $10, accessible, 
call for childcare or information 
at S84-7455 or 586-8910. 


Deadline for registration for 
Lesbians Choosing Motherhood: A 
Legal, Medical, Social & Economic 
Look at Parenthood Through Donor 
Insemination. See Nov 17 Calendar 
and announcements. 


Deadline for contacting the 
Venceromos Brigade to participate 
in the contingent. See announce- 
mencts for more information. 


Judy Polan in Concert. Leverett 
Craftsmen & Artists. Ninth Annual 
Concert, in celebration of the 
release of her first album. 2:00 pm. . 


$2.00 admission. ne 
Women Outdoors: Potluck-Planning 


6:30 pm at che Everywoman's Sexual Harassment in Posesecond- 


Meeting. ary Fducacion: a one-dav confer- 
UMass. Bring 

Center, Le adiauaa pi ee ence to be held at UMass, Boston. 

vour own utensils. » Gall 617-929-7075 for more info, 

no stove. 


Womonfyre Books is having a 
Sixth Anniversary Celebration! 
Buy any book and get the second 
one half off (higher price 
- prevails). Refreshments served. 
22 Center St., Northampton. 


Presentation to be held at Cooley 
Dickinson Hospital Conference 
Room A, 6:30 - 7:30 pm. Fee, no 
registration required. Call 
584-4090, ext. 2393 with any 
questions. 


CLASSIFIED 


CLASS AND MONEY Yes, these is- 
sues can be worked through! Em- 
power yourself with shortterm 
counseling on these or other so- 
cial issues. Experienced, sup- 
portive counselor. Dr. Joan 
Lester, Equity Institute, Amherst, 
256-6902. 


HOUSEMATE WANTED: immediately for 
a womyn's vegetarian communal house- 
hold in Northampton. $1504 uril. 
Ring [lona or Fiona on 584-8149, 


DREAMS ABOUT OUR MOTHERS: a 
one-day workshop for lesbians. 
Structured, supportive space to ex- 
plore in depth a significant dream 
about your relationship with your 
mother. Sat., Nov. 17. $30-$45, 
sliding. Wheelchair accessible, 
Call Annie at 586-3281. 


SHAKLEE PRODUCTS; Organic pro- 
ducts ranging from vitamins, cosme- 
tics, women's and men's tolletries 
to concentrated household cleaning 
supplies, Laundry and dishwasher 
Soap. Call 253-2412 after 6pm and 


leave name, phone # and 
to call. ° Saestaue 


FOR SALE: Four unused rolls of 
Quadritek RP Paper. 104 mm X 45 m 
(4.09 in X 148 ft), for use with 
Itek Phototypesetting Equipment. 
Four rolls for $120, including 
misc. odds and ends. Call the 
Valley Women's Voice at 545-2436 
and leave your name, number and 
info. 


LIVE-IN LESBIAN SAINT: 
care for two disabled te 
esb 
ical feminist therapists 
Toom, Catskill Mountat : 
n 
land, $210 per wee ne 


personal 

dan rad- 

Free 

yn's 

k stipend. Needed: 

good driving 

ack, a sense of 

d patience. Non- 
(914) 794-6121, 


Painting job didn't 
get Started/finished? ae want help 
@ Painting ? Can't live 

ae eee holes in the ceiling/ 

‘ i Schedule your exterior/inter- 
before the job calendar 

+ Have experience, equip- 

Call Fae es Wil] 

‘ ING, Etcetera at 

MUS-S89°7592. Joan Wiles. conti scene 


